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TaE TREASURER: It was impossible
to state offhand what record was made of
the depreciation of the securities; but he
would make careful inquiries. Ifiwithout
great cost a return could be published
with the lialauee-sheet, showing securities
and their value, that would be done at
the next annual balance.

MR. BATH: In England, the securities
had depreciated by 10 millions oh 150
millions.

Tug TREASURER: The British
Savings Bank invested its funds in con-
sols, which fluctuated greatly' . A portion
of our Savings Bank funds was invested
in our own inscribed stock, which fluc-
tuated somewhat; but whether we should
take much notice of such small fluctua-
tions was questionable.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 39-Power to make regula-

tions:
MR. HORAN: Would the regulations

made under Subelause (c) govern
clauses 10 and 17? If'not,hle must ask
for a recommittal.

THE TREASURER: Those clauses
had been passed. Any regulations made
must be in accordance with the powers
conferred by the Bill, and could not over-
ride a clause.

MR. RATE: They ought not, but they
frequently did.

THE TREASURER: if so, they were
ultra vires, and could be upset.

Clause passed.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT, received

from the Legislative Council.
FREMANTLE JOCKEY CLUB TRUST

FUNDS, received from the Legislative
council.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-42 o'clock,

until the next day.

Legizlatibe %zzemblp,
Wednesday, 251h July, 1906.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. T. F. Quinlan)
took the Chair at 4-30 O'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

NOTICE OF QUESTION, IRREGULAR.

MR. JOHNSON gave notice of a
question which he purposed to ask Mr.
H. Brown.

Ma. SPEAKER: The lion. member
is not in order in asking such a question.

QUESTION-GOVERNMENT PRINTING
OFFICE, PRIVILEGES AN1D CLERKS'
H1EOURS.

MR. H. BRO WN asked the Treasurer:
i, Have instructions been issued to the
Government Printer to abolish the privi-
leges of the permanent hands in the Gov-
ernment Printing Office? 2, The hours
of work for the clerical staff in the Gov-
erment Printing Office?

THE TREASURER replied: i, No.
The Public Service Commissioner has
been requested to ascertain what rights
and privileges, if any, appertain to the
staff of the Government Printing Office.
2, 8 am. to 5-30 p.m., with three-quarters
of an hour for dinner; Saturdays. 8 a.m.
to 12-15 p.m.

QUESTION-CATTLE TICK
REGULATION.

W Ft. GORDON asked the Minister for
Lands: i, Has the regulation that all
tick cattle must be conveyed to the gold-
fields in zinc-lined trucks been with-
drawn? 2, If not, why were ticked cattle
allowed to be trucked away lately in
ordinary cattle trucks ?

TEE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
I , Zinc-lined trucks were not specified in
the regulation published on the 15th
June last. 2. As there was an in-
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sufficient supply of specially constructed
trucks, provision has been made to set
apart a certain number of trucks to be
used exclusively for the conveyance of
tick cattle to the fields.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the TREASURER: Return showing
amounts paid to sundry newspapers for
advertising, moved for by Mr. Holman.

By the MINISTER FOR MINES: Sons
of Gwalia mine boiler explosion, addi-
tional papers.

BILLS-FIRST READING.

Fremantle Reserves (sale), introduced
by the PREMIE:R.

Nelson Agricultural Society Lands
Sale, introduced by the PREMIER.

Employment Brokers Act Amendment,
introduced by Mr. A. 3. WILSON.

RETURN-RAILEWAYS CONSTRUCTION,
COMPARAT1IVE COST.

MR. J. EWING (Collie) Moved-
That a return be laid upon the table, show.-

log the cost of tbe following railways:- i,
Fremantle-Jandakot; 2. Northamn-GOomnalling;
3, Collie-Narrogin (60-mile section from
Narrogin).

These railways had been constructed by
day labour. He was not necessarily in
opposition to the principle, but it would
be satisfactory to know the cost of these
railways for the Sake of comparison.

Tux PREMIER: Did the hon. member
require merely the total cost of the con-
striuetion :-

MR. EWING: lUnnecessary details
were not required. Re only desired the
cost per mile, so that a fair comparison
could be made.

MR. J. E. HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved an amendment-

That the words "and the mileage" be
inserted after "1cost of construction," also
that the following words be added to the
motion :-" 4, Collie-Collie-Boulder; 5, Timber
flowers' Co-operative Society' Railway at
Collie."
The Collie to Collie-Boulder line had
been constructed by contract. It was
advisable to have a return as to the cost
of a railway constructed by contract for
the purpose of comparison.

THE PREMIER: The Co-operative
Society's line was a private railway.

MR. HOLMAN:, Yes; but the Gov-
erment having givenl assistance towards
its construction, should be able to get the
information required.

THFE PREMIERa: To get the information
would delay the return.

MR. HOLMAN:- The information in
regard to the other lines could be
supplied at once. We could wait for the
inforjnation in regard to the co-operative

HOw. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning):
A return such as was asked for would be
useless unless details were given in
regard to mileage, the cost of construc-
tion of each mile, and the different
valuations. TJo divide a lump sum by
the number of wiles to arrive at the cost
per mile would be mnisleadinlg in Sorme
directions, because (if the difference in
the cost of cuttings and other expensive
works. One railway could not be coin-
pared with another.

MR, HOLMAiS: All the lines were
somewhat similar.

How. F. H. PIE SSE:. A proper return
would entail a great deal of labour.

Mnt. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret.):
There was a difference in the cost of con-
structing different railways because of
engineering difficulties, but members had
sufficient intelligence to consider that
aspect of the quest-ion when dealing with
a return. The Collie lines were somewhat
similar to those mentioned in the motion;
and by a comparison we could see as close
as possible the cost of constructing lines
by contract as against departmental con-
struction. It would be idle to deal in
this way with the whole railway system,
but the lines mentioned in the miotion
and amendment were short railways that
had been recently constructed, and the
work involved in preparing the return
would not be so great as anticipated by
the member for Katanning.

Mxn. EWING accepted the a~mendminent.
So far as the Co-operative line was con -
cerned much inquiry and work would be
entailed, but there 'was no reason
why the successful building of that
railway 'vShould not beip aced before the
public. He considered members should
endeavour as far as possible, in regard to
these returns, to minimise the work put
on departmuental officers, but this in-
formation asked for would be of great
value in showing whether the depart-

[ASSEMBLY.] Comparative Coe.I.
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mental con struction of railways was pre-
ferable to the contract system. He
hoped the Premier would see his way to
give the fullest information, so that there
might be no misunderstanding in the
future as to the better system to adopt.

Question stated; the amendment of
the member for Murchison having been
accepted by the mover, became embodied
in the motion.

Tau PREMIER (Hon. X. J. Moore):
Inquiries would have to be made from
the Co-operative Society to obtain the
information asked for. It would be pre-
ferable if we were going into the whole
question that the quantities should be
given, so that we could arrive at the cost
per yard of forming and earthworks, and
of culverts. There was a va-st difference
between the lines mentioned and the
light agricultural railways now being
constructed; and if it was sought to
obtain a comparison in regard to the
agricultural railways the object would
not be achieved. The agricultural rail-
ways were being constructed under
different specifications. There was not
a foot of bank or cutting on any of the
agricultural railwa'ys, being constructed,
except at crossings or gullies, so for the
purpose Of Comparison the return would
be of no value. At the same time he
was prepared to meet the wishes of
members and to give as much information
as possible.

Ma. A. J. WILSON (Forrest):. The
inclusion of the Co-operative line was
unfortunate, because no railway had been
constructed under similar conditions.
The members of the society got certain
ground made ava-ilable for their opera-
tions, and the miners in Collie and
the timber hewers in the vicinit 'y all
rolled up and put their labour into
the construction of the line for nothing.
They gave their labour for practically
nothing, and it was quite impossible,
seeing that the work was done in this
way, all co-operating for t he benefit of
one another, that we could get any
definite information. The eartbworks.
were cardied out under these conditions,
and the labour was paid for by so many
shares in the concern; therefore it was
impossible to get a fair. accurate, or
reasonable comparison. Was it fair to
ask the Government to put these people
to the trouble and expense of making out

a return? Even if it were possible to
get the information, it was very doubtful
whether it would be of any possible
utilit,y. If members required a cow pari-
son, it would be fairer to lake some of
the timber companies' lines and ask
the compaie to give a return of the
cost. If tht were done, we would have
a chance of getting a fair and accurate
comparison of lines constructed by pri-
vate enterprise and those constructed
uinder departmental supervision. This
motion asked the co-operative people to
give information which would be a great
trouble and expense to them to supply.
Personally he knew these people could
not afford to go to the trouble and
expense of preparing the return. A
number of these men to whom the society
owed money had been able to get only 75
per cent. of the money due to them for
work done in connection with the con-
cern, and it was not fair to ask them to

i supply the information. He moved an
amendment-

That the word, "G, Timber Hewers' Cn-
operative Society's railway at Collie," be
struck out.

MR. T. H. BATH (Brown Uill): In
i regard to this return, accepting the

Object of the member for Collie in mnoving
it, he agreed with the Premnier that the
member would fail in securing anything
like an equitable comparison between the
rival systems. Even if we obtained the

Icost per yard of the material shifted, that
would not be at fair comparison, because
in some places the cost of shifting the

imaterial might be 2s. 6d. a yard, and in
I another place it might only cost Is. a.

yard The only possible way in which
Iwe could arrive' at any fair comparison

between th e rival systems was to take one
railway where the country traversed was
of a uniform nature, and cut it up into
different sections, allowing one section to
be done on the contract systemn and the
other by day labour. As fa- as the pro-
posal to include the Co-operative Fewers'
Association line was concerned, he be-
lieved that at the outset they did intend
to secure particulars to know exactly
what the line had cost them, and if they

idid that, there would be no difficulty or
expense in supplying the information as
desired by the member for Murchison.
But it must be borne in mind that a
resolution of the House could not compel

Bailway Construction, [25 Jciy, 1906.]
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these people to give the information if it
involved them in expense. It would only
involve a note from the Premier asking
them to supply certain information. If
they could give the information it would
be supplied, but the Premier was not in
a position to insist that they should go
to the expense of supplying the return.
The fact remained that if they could
supply the information without trouble or
expense, they would be willing to supply
it, and there was no reason, why the pro-
posal should not be embodied in the
motion,

Mu. H. BROWN (Perth) seconded the
amendment.

Mn. JOHNSON (Guildford): If oppo-
sition to the motion would not be inter-
preted as a desire to stop inquiry into
the cost of the railways he would oppose
the whole motion, for, as members knew,
he had paid considerable attention to the
cost of two of these railways, and if, by
inquiring into the cost of these railways,
information could be obtained, he knew
that it would be found that depart-
mental labour was cheaper than con-
tract. The hon. member would not get
any information as the result of the
motion. He asked for information re-
garding the Fremantle-Jandakot line
and the Collie-Narrogin railway. Both
these railways wore constructed by day
labour, but one could not draw any com-
parison between the two railways. Take
the Fremantle-Jandakot line: along that
line there were large cuttings, he believed
one cutting was through limestone 27
feet; while on the Coflie-Narrogin line,
there were praoctically no cuttings at all;
consequently the Collie-Narrogin railway
was built at a. considerably cheaper cost
that the Frewantle-Jaudakot line, At
the same time, he was of opinion, comn-
paring the work, that the Jandakot rail-
way was the cheaper; there was better
value for the money. Menmbers must
realise they would not get any informa-
tion if the motion were passed, and he
opposed it because he dlid not think it
rigbt for members to wove motions
which would cost the country a consider-
able sum of money when we would get
no benefit. It was desirable to try and
put a stop to these motions. If the
motion woula assist members in arriving
at a conclusion as to the value of depart-
mental work versus contract work, no one

would support this motion more heartily
than lie would. He had appealed to the
Government to appoint an expert board
to go into this question. There had been
railways built by contract, and when he
was Minister for Works he had railways
built by day labour; and he was anxious
to get a definite decision ats to which
system was the. cheaper and better, in the
interests of the country. The Governmeiit
would not make theinquiry, and no inforan-
ation could be obtai ned by a, mnotion of th is
description. The Government should
endeavour to stop motions of this kind,
unless members when moving them could
give some definite assurance that the
information gained would be of somne
value to the House.

MR. EWING (mover): Thv muember
for Guildford, who had had considerable
experience in the Works Department,
assured the House that the information
sought to be obtained would be worthless.
Then how were members to tell which was
the cheaper system, if we did not get the
papers placed before membersF He did
not want to put the country to unneces-
sary expense, but he desired as; a public
man to know which system was better in
the interests of the State. The member
assured the House that we could not get
the information in this way. He (Mr.
Ewing) hoped to get it. Although he
agreed to the Co-operative Society at
Collie being included in the motion, he
could not ask this society to go to the
expense of getting out the return. If
they were willing to give the information,
it would be all right. He would like the
motion passed, to see if the information
would be of some advantage to members.

MR. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont)
agreed with the protest against the
country being put to the expense of
supplying information of this character.
When he read the motion tabled by the
member for Collie (Mr. Ewing) he
thought at first there could be no objec-
tion to it, but gathering from the hon.
member's remarks just now that he
sought the information with the object of
trying to find out the cheaper system of
building railways, whether department-
ally or by contract, one was strongly of

op inion that the information asked for
here would not give us any definite proof.
The only way to find out the cheapest
system was to follow the procedure

[ASSEMBLY.] Comparative Cost.
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started in regard to the three railways
lately approved, the Government calling
for tenders from contractors and also
telling the department that they were to
tender.

MR. TAYLOR: Alterations and extras
made a lot of difference at times.

MR. FOULKES: That could be acer-
tained. Taking the line from Fremantle
to jatidakot, it all depended on what
cuttings had to be made and what par-
ticular expenses had to he incurred in
onnection with that work.

Tag PEMIER (Han. N. J. Moore):
If it would meet the wishes of members,
he would arrange that information should
be supplied under four beadings,'namely:
survey and resumption, water Supply,
rails and fastenings, and construction.
As he had pointed out before, for
purposes of comparison it was abso-
lutely ridiculous to compare the speci-
fications of standard lines which had
been constructed with specifications
in force in connection with the lines now
to be made. In connection with these
new lines, in the firit place with regard
to sleepers, instead of using ordinary
hewn sleepers they were using half round
sleepers made~ from the local timber;
in the other case the timber had to
be conveyed a considerable distance. In
regard to the question asked by the hon.
member's motion, he happened to have
information in i-elation to the coat of con-
struction of the Collie-Narrogin Railway.
The two sections were not kept distinct,
but the portion from Narrogin to Darkan
bad been kept as one section. The cost
of that amounted to £22,450 per mile,
mahe up as follows: Survey and resum p
tion, £28; water supply, £87; rails and
fastenings, £714; construction, £1,621.
So it would be apparent to members that
in this case the cost of construction wats
something like 60 per cent, more than
the total cost per mile of the light
lines, including rails and fastenings. Hie
wished to mention that if the return were
supplied it would not give members
very much information that would be of
value for the purpose of comparison.

Mn. HOLMA" hoped that the Co-operative line would not be struck out of
the motion. His reason for movingj the
inclusion of the two lines wats that the
conditions there were somewhat Similar.
The country was somewhat similar,

and the provisions for obtaining the
sleepers were somewhat similar. There
had been no cost for carriage of
sleepers, and all he desired to show was
that the system existing in the days
when the Collie coal line was constructed
was altogether different from the system
of constructing lines at the present time.
He understood fairly well when the mem-
ber for Collie was moving his motion,
that we could not, by the return he asked
for, get a comparative Statement showing
the difference in the cost, and one object
in moving the amendment was to draw
attention to that. The fact that the
Premier had information in connection
with some of these lines, and the manner
in which the member for Collie moved
his motion without. giving ally informa-
tion, made one wonder whether the motion
was moved at the instigation of the mem-
ber for Collie or not.

Tau PREMiR had absolutely had no
knowledge of it at all.

MRt. HOLJMAN said he did not desire
to see the Collie Co-operative, Company
put to any expense at all; far from it.
If the information would be of any
benefit it would be obtained, and as to
the expense he hoped the Government

*would see that it did not fall1 upon the
*company.

Amendment (to strike out the Co-
operative railway) put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes,

Majority f,
AYe.

Mr. Bron
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Coweher
Mr. Ihvies
Mr. Ed
Mr. P0 ukes
Mr: Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mir. Gull
Mr. Heyward
Mr. Rick,
Mr. Illingwo,till
Mr. Keesm
Mr. MoLarty
Mrt. bili
Mr. N. J. Moore
M. S. F. Moore
Mr, Pleesal
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
211. Veyord
Mr. A. Jr. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Tell.,).

A mendment thus

... ... ... 25
.. . . ... 14

.. 11
I ozs.

Mr. Bat,5
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Mr. Riwing

Mr. Molmn
Mr. Jobnson
Mr. yc

Mi. Taiylor
Mr. Tiny
Mr. Walker
Mr. Ware
Mr. Hfeitmanna (Teller).

passed.
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MR. JOHNSON: That portion of the
motion which had been negatived was
equally as desirable and useful as the
other portion; consequently now the
House had decided that one portion was
undesirable, it was his intention to vote
against the lot.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
had already spoken on that, and had no
right to speak again on the samnequestion.

Main question put, and a division
called for.

MR. BATH: There wats only' one "aye."
MEmBeRs: Three or four.
MR. SPEAKER: They were very low,

hut be certainly heard more than one.
Division taken with the following

result:
Ayes . ..

Noes ..

Majority ag
Arcs.

Mr. Bro.n
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewring
Mr. Grego'ry
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Mc.~
Mr. .. J. oc0Th

Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Veryaid
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hnardwlcb (Telle).

.. .. 24

~ainst ... 10

Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Mr. VC.w.hor
Mr. Davies
Mr. Poulkes
Mr. Gordou
Mr. G.1a
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Holman
Xr. Hudson
Mr. Iuingwnrh
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Male
Mr. t8o.ddan
Mr. Smith
Mr. TayorMr. Tayo
Mr. waler
Mr. Warn
Air. A. J. Wilson
Mr. lilitracu, (T~ilor).

Question thus negatived.

MOTION-GOVERNMENT PRINTING
OFFICE, TO INQUIRE.

AMENDMENT. DIVISIONS.
MR. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved:

That a Select committee be appointed to
inquire into the administration and general
efficiency of the Government Printing Office.
He said: It will be remembered that
when discussing the Supply Bill the
other evening, on the item " Printing"
I deemed it necessary to make some
comments regarding the position of the
Government Printing Office. I was par-
ticularly careful to avoid reflecting i .n
any manner whatever on the character of
any person connected with that offie. I
sta~rted by giving utterance to what is a

cornmonly-received opinion ats to the
Government Printing Office; namely,
that it is generally regarded by the
public, or at all events by a very con-
sidleralIe portion of the public, as an
establishment where certain employees
wvere enabled to do practically' just ats
they liked. I reiterute the statement
that such has been the common concep-
tion of the Government Printing Offive,
practically ever since it has been a
Government Printing Office at all. The
expenditure of this department lias been
the subject of repeated references when-
ever the Estimates were under review;
and on several such occasions when I
lhare been vresent I have personally'
drawn attention to the fact that this was
a branch which might, with considerable
advantage to the State, be placed on a
higher baslis, or brought up to a higher
standard of efficiency, which elficiency
might be attained with a considerable
saving to the Government. Speaking on
the Supply Bill, I went so far as to say
that the department has been generally
regarded as a sort of old men's dep~t for

people who, by some means or other,
have got behind the ordinary up-to-date
methods of printing. That is my own
personal opinion, and my opinion has
been formed largely from the common
knowledge which one gains by hearing
similar statements repeated by people
who are supposed to know something
about the department. Another state-
ment which I made on that occasion was
to the effect that the establishment
contained too many band operators-
implying, of course, that when the time
arrived that the department should be
brought up to date, some of those hand
operators might have to be dispensed
with and their places taken by the latest
machines, such as linntvpes. which are
used in all modern printing establish-
ments for the setting up of continuous
work like the reports of the pro-
ceedings of this House recorded in
Hansard. We find-I do not know
whether in consequence of remarks of
inine, of remarks made by a member who
sits immediately behind me (Mr. Horan),
or by a member who sits on this front
Opposition cross-bench (Mr. Walker) -
that a howl of indignation seemed to
sweep through the ranks of the Govern-
ment Printing Office employees; and
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they held a meeting at which they in-
dulged in some very extravagant language,
and expressed their intention of doing
almost anything and everything to deal
with what they were pleased to t erm the
scurrilous and scandalous attack made
upon them in this House. I wish to say
that I made no attack whatever on the
men employed in the Printing Office,
although I am accused by some of them
of having made such attack. I said
at the very outset of my remarks :" No
one could gainsa,y the fact that in con-
nection with the Government Printing
Office a condition of affairs existed which
was not creditable to the administration."
And I said that on well-founded inforina-
tion. It is common knowledge in this
Parliament that the administration .f
the Government Printing Office has not
by a long way been what it ought to have
been. I happen to know that recent
changes have taken place in the adminis-
tration; and the proof of what I said
here on the Supply Bill lies in the fact
that the new Glovernment Printer hase
deemed it necessary to write, I was about
to say an almost innumerable number of
minutes to'his assistant officers regarding
the administration of his department.
The Government know very well that
what I say in this connection is perfectly
true.

THE TREASURER: How do you know
anything about "1minutes " .P

Mr. WILSON: I will ask the
Treasurer to give me notice of that
question. I am quite satisfied that my
statement must hare been fairly near the
mark, or he would not have been so
anxious to know the source of my in-
formation. But the fact remains that
already the infusion of new blood at the
head of this department has been re-
sponsible for recommendations which will
muake for its greater efficiency. Anid
because I know that circumstance, and
know that departmental employees have
complained of certain statements made by
me, I want a select committee to investi-
gate the Printing Office, so that the comn-
mittee 'nay be enabled in all probability,
if circumstances warrant it, to strengthen
the hands of the recently-appointed Gov-
ernment Printer. There are certain
officials connected with the public service
whose hands need strengthening if we
want efficiency and effective adininistra-

tion-such men, for instance, as the
Public Service Commissioner, the Auditor
Genera!, and perhaps in a slightl *y less
degree the Government Printer. Ana
the reason why the Government Printer's
hands need strengthening is because the
employees of the Government Printing
Office have for too long in this country
been a more powerful factor in politics

*than they have had any right to be.
MR. SCAflDANT: Repeat.
MR. WILSON : I do not wish to

repeat the inane interjection of somebody
behind me. But it is well known that
the Government Printing Office employees

*have been able to use their power and
exert on politics an influence out of all
proportion to that exercised by any other
portion of the public service of this State.
[MEMBER: In the metrop~olitan area.]
I admit, in the metropolitan area. And
the probabilities axe that if they did not
exercise such influence in the metropolitan

*area., we should have, heard more from
metropolitan members of the maladuvinis-
tration of this department in the past.

Mn. SCADDAN: The Printing Office
employees have only one vote each.
* MR. WILSON: If they had a few
votes in the hon. member's electorate,
perhaps he would not be here. The hon.

1 member is very good at making inane
iinterjections, quite in keeping with the
general character of people who have a
habit of sailing under false colours and
assumed names, at times. I have been
attacked, and certain statements have
been made-

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not read from any report of this
session's debates.

MR. WILSON: I am only refreshing
my memory from the extracts, and am
not quoting them at all. I wish here to
enter mny protest against the power and
influence which these people can exercise
in the counsels of this State; and I wish
them distinctly to understand that I at
all events will not allow the employees of
the Government Printing Office dr'(,t any
other department to browbeat me because
of my* public actions. I wish them
distinctly to understand t hat if I think a
cean position is right, I will take that
positiop in what I believe to be the best
interests of the whole of the State.
What do we find these employees doingP
In the first place, they are distinctly
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unfair. They make no distinction what-
ever between the utterances of members
here; and they virtually imply that I
reflected upon their characters Ib-ecause
of certain references Which were made,
or seem to have been made, by
another member of this House. The
least we could expect them to do was
to be fair in tbeir criticisms. Not that I
object to their criticisms in the main;
but I believe in fair play always. I
believe in always giving fair play, and I
expect it always from anybody else.
When I found these gentlemen taking
such strong exception to the statements
made here in regard to -the -general
efficiency of the department, I felt it was
right to give them an inquiry -an oppor-
tunity at all events to prove whether my
statements were wrong, or whether thei~r
statements were absolutely correct. Con-
sequently, T took the first opportunity of
giving notice in this Chamber that I
would move for the appointment of a
select committee to make this investiga-
tion. I ami quite satisfied that when the
investigation is made, shonid the House
agree to it, the effect will be to sub-
stantiate right to the hilt every state-
nment I have made in this House in regard
to the administration and general
efficiency of the Government Printing
Offie. I am not asking for any inquiry
into the moral character of these gentle-
men ; but when we find a big department
like this responsible for so much extrava-
gance and for the expenditure of' so large
an amount of money, I consider the Rouse.
is entitled to know whether or not it is
possible to effect economies, and- at the
same time to improve t'he general
efficiency of the department. I am not
worrying personally about delays that
may have occurred with regard to the pro-
dluction of periodical papers, reports, or
returns from the Glovernmnent Printing
Office, because I do not think that the
Printing Offie is responsible for that sort
of thing. I think it lies on those who are
resposible for supplying the information
that is set up in void type in the Govyern-
ment Printing Office itself. That the
statement I made in regard to the general
efficiency of the department is true, is
proved by these very gentlemen them-
selves who made such a great song, and
rose to more or less righteous indignation;
bemuse they admnit that, while they

1have a good plant and good machinery,
perhaps the latest in the bookbinding
department and the latest paper-ruling
ma~chinery, the bringing in of linotype
Jpriaters-and there is not a, linotype in
the department, as there ought to be, to
handle copy such as we have in Hansurd

1and other works of that nature, which is
all sat up by hand operators -would
affect the hand operators. I can under-
stand naturally enough that there would he
Objection on the part of the employees.
There is objection on the part of all in-

*dustrial employees every time it is pro-
posed to adopt more modern mnethods.
I am quite sure that if the systemn which
obtains in the composing room of the
Government Printing Office in regard to
the setting up of works like Hasard and
simzilar periodicals, such as the Year Book,
responsiblc for the employment of a con-
siderable number of men, be the most
econonmica~l and best system, it seems
hard to realise how in all other printing
establishments of any size or reputation
at all waore modern methods are adopted,
and machinery is brough tin to obtain the
greatest volume of returns at the mini-

Imum. of expense. If we are to follow
out the line of philosophy that we should
not have machinery because it would-
throw men out of work, we would very
soon be left far in the rear in regard to
our position in the world as a nation.
Our ability to keep) up in the race of
civilisation depends on our attitude
towards the adoption of the most maodern
methods in every department of life.
We -want to find out whether the most
up-to-date, the most modern and most
efficient machinery is being used in the
Government Printing Office, or to see
whether or not by the adoption of the
most modern machinery we may riot be
able to economise in the expenditure of
the department while increasing its
general efficiency. Before I resume my
seat I want to take strong exception to a
statement made by a gentleman named
Bolt. This gentleman seems to me as if,
like others, he had bolted and] lid not
know exactly what he said. These
gentlemen were making irresponsible
statements with all the fire, enthusriasm,
and determination of, and even excelling,
the member for Mt. Margaret, concern-
ing the member for Kanowna, and
tben swearing bky all that is right or
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good or true that they would not
withdraw, or retract, or apologise for
one thing; ana yet so very reliable was,
their truth, and so very positive and sure
were these irresponsiblde gentlemen about
the st-atements they mnade, that we find
they have to retract and withdraw and
apologise for the statements they made.
This is the statement I take particular
exception to. This Mr. Bolt is reported
to have made use of these wvords:

They were not in favour of a select com-
maittee, seeing that Mr. A. J, Wilson would be
on it, and would be against them from the
first.

MR. SCADDAN:- Hear, hear.
Ma. A. J. WILSON: I do not know

whether the member for Ivanhoe en-
dorses that statement; but if lie does, I
think it is amost improper innuendofor any
member to make in this Chamber against
any other member; because it implies
that a member cannot take a position on
a select committee appointed by this
House, because he is supposed to be
biased (or prejudiced against people
inteirested in the particular inquiry. I
repudiate so far as I am perisonally con-
cerned any accusation of bias or pre-
j udice against any person in the Gov-
ermnent Printing Office at all. I have
not tbe slightest prejudice or bins one.
way or the other in this matter. I
recognise clearly that there is a con-
dition of affairs in regaLrd to this big
spending department which is not satis-
factory or creditable to the Government,
or to the State; and I say that we want
to find out where the shoe pinches, or
where the mistake is, and that 'we want
to do justice and to deal fairly-as far as
I am concerned I do-to every person
interested in the Government Printing
Office. I do not think it is fair for hon.
members to suggest, nor do I think it
is fair for anyone outside the Chamber to
suggest, that when a member goes on a
select committee he is not prepared to
hear everything to he said for or against.,
all the poros and cons, and to give his
verdict on the e vidence fairly and squarely
without bias at all. [MR. SCADDAN:
What do we have a ballot for?] I do
not think that has anything to do with
the question. These gentlemen in the
Government Printing Office seem to think
they have been so long in the habit of
bossing members of Parliament that they

can boss this lb ouse itself; and as soon
as a proposal is mooted for an inquiry,
becausc it dries not hapopen to be the par-
tienlar form of inquiry they want, they
say "1 We will not have it; ire refuse
to have a si-lect toiuwitt've; wet will
have a Roiyal Commis4sion or nothing."
I have nO objection to anybody outside
this House expressing opinions, hut If
have a (listinct objection to any' body of
men outside the House, whether workers
or calpitalists, attempting to dictate to
this House and to override what we in
our better judgment anid wisdom may
think necessary to be done in this con-
nection. That is what I object to, and I
anm not getting this inquiry for the sake
of the men. The House is not called
upon to consider these men. It is called
upon, I take it, to consider thbe best inter-
ests of the people of the country; and
when any member of this Chamber
thinks that there is a big spending de-
partment which is being- extravagantly
administered, and where the general state
of efficiency is not what it ought to be,
that member has & right. to placc his
views before the House, and if they meet
with the approval of the mtajority of
members, an inquiry on investigation
should be held, not in the interests of
employees nor ini the interests of em-
ployers-in. this case the Government--
but in the interests of the general tax-
patyer. We have iHO right to talk Of
introducing new stehenLe9 of taxatiOnl
until we have cut down and ptared down
where we can, aLs long as We di, so wit linrit
interfering with the gc-neral efficiency or
ad ministration of our public departments.
We should econoiise as mnuche as pos4sible
before we attempt to extract fresh taxa-
tion from the pockets 'if the people. I
do not wish to deal with any other drivel
talked at that meeting. With these few
remarks I beg, to move: " That a select
committee be appointed to inquire into
the administration and general efficiency
of the Government P'rinting Office."

MR. A. C. GULL seconded.

ANENDMENT, R&OYAL COMMISSION.

Mup. T. H. 'BATH (Brown Hill):- I
move an amend ment-

That the words "select conmmittee" tie
struck out and "1Royal Commis.,on " inserted
in lieu.

I desire to make this change becatuse T
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consider that in the speech we have just
listened to, the member for Forrest has
justified the remarks to which hie took
exception-the remarks of Mr. Bolt. By
the unjustifiable attack he (Mr. Wilson)
has made on the emplo 'yees of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office, he has. proved to
the full the justice of the remarks to
which be has taken exception.

MR. A. J. WILSON: On a point of
order. the lion. member is accusing me
of bias. I deny that I have any bias
whatever, and I ask the lion, memrber to
withdraw his remark.

MR. BATH: I have not acc-used the
lion. member of bias in any shape or
form. What I have said is that by his
attack on the employees of the Govern-
ment Printing Office lie has justified the
remarks which Mr. Tholt made in the
course of the meeting alluded to. In the
first place, if we are going to inquire
into the administration of this depart-
ment, surely a member proposing a select
committee, which should exercise judicial
functions, is not going to prejudge the
case by deciding that these people are
guilty or that they have been guilty of
doing all sorts of objectionable things,
and then move that a select committee
be appointed to inquire as to whether
they have or not. If the member for
Forrest is so sure that the Government
Printing Office is a sort, of old men's
depift, or if he is sure that (out-of-date
methods are employed, and that only
out.of-date employees can find employ-
ment there-[Mr. A. J. WILSON: Have
I said so?] -then the necessity for a
select committee is gone by, an~d what
the lion. member should do is to ask
that these employees should be cleared
out of that office root and branch,
and others placed in their positions.
So far ats this question is concerned, I
at least can dissociate myself from any
charge of special pleading on behalf of
constituents when I get up to defend the
character and capacity of at least a great
number of the meli. So far as my
constituency is concerned, I have no
Government Printing Office employees in
it, and I can speak on the question with-
out any special pleading on their behalf.
In the first place I want to take Strong
exception to the admission that the
Government Printing Office employees
or the Government employees, because

they happen to be employed by the
Government, have no right to political
opinions or to participate in political
affairs. If the member for Forrest
wishes to introduce that sort of thing, it
will be a long time before he becomes
dictator of affairs in Western Australia.
These men are just as much entitled to
exercise their political opinions in what-
ever electorate they are situate ais any
member of this Rouse or any elector in
the country; and I hope it will be at long
time before we are naked to deprive them
of their political rights and powers. I
presume the member for Forrest desires
to introduce something o"i the lines of

1the Irvine Act in Victoria, giving
separate representation to those indi-
viduals; but we have seen the futility of
such a proceeding as that, in that the
present Premier of Victoria, Mr. Bent,
has introduced a Bill for the abolition of
that law, and for a reinstatement of the
old condition of affairs. So far as the

IGovernment Printing Office is concerned,
it is true that it has beena fashionable for
members of Parliament to get up and
make a special attack on this depart-

Fment, and inI connection with this matter
I desire to say that when the matter wats
dealt with the other evening I did not
take the remarks of the member for
Kanowna to have that general appli-
cation that has been accepted by the
employees in the Government Printing
Office. But it cannot be gainsaid
that the way in which the member
was reported .in the Press and the
way it appears in Hansard, it is not
sufficiently explicit to dissociate it from
a great number of the employees in the
department. While I do not counten-
ante in any way their aspersions on the
character of members; as workers hay-
ing a pride in themselves and believing
they are as good citizens as other members
of the community they had a right to
resent what appeared to be an aspersion
against their capability as workmen or
against their characters. As far as the
Government Printing Office is concerned,
it is true, as pointed out by the member
for Subiaco, that great expense is entailed
in many of the reports; but that is not
due to the employees in the printing
office itself, but it is due to the fact that
officers in other departments do not seem
to know exactly what they want printed.
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They send along certain matters they
want printed in the shape of reports and
returns, and they have them sent back
time and again for correction ; and any
one who has had any experience of a
printing office, not of a technical nature,
must know that these emeudations and
corrections mean considerable expense
and considerable additional cost in the
printing of the returns. Where there is
need for economy to be exercised and
greater care to be taken is that the de-
partmnental officers and heads of depart-
ments should send the returns to the
printing office in the first place as accurate
as possible and as near the correct retu rn
as they desire it to be. It may hie true
so far as the Government Printing Office
is concerned that there are some out-of-
date methods; hut the fact reiains that
in some departments there is up-to-date
mnachinery, better mnachinery than is to
be found in private printing offices; and
it must also be borne in mind that if
they have the monotype machine there,
the monotype machine is not regarded by
practical printers as of the same value or
as good a. machine as the linotype
or monoline machine; vet that is not a
fault that can be attributed to the
employees, but rather to the administra-
tion, to the person who was in charge of
the Government Printing Office when the
machinery was introduced. The fact
remains that in the past there has been
that method in the appointment of the
Government Printers who have held the
position in the office that has not resulted
in. the best brains or skill being made
available for running that concern. It
has been more a question of someone
stepping up, irrespective of fitness for
the office, I am glad. to see that in the
present appointment the desire was-i
do not koow how far the desire will be
successfully carried out - to appoint
someone of experience who would be able
to bring practi ability and admiinis-
trative ability to the control of that
department. That has yet to hie shownu
in the result of time work of the gentleman.
who now holds the position of Govern-
ment Printer. It has also to be horns. in
mind that in the past, while extravagant
methods have charac-terised the adminis-
tration of the Government Printers, while
in many instances they have not been up
to their work, instead of having that

practical skill that would enable them to
point out where econoinies could be
effected and where different methods
could be adlopted for the saving of money
in the Priiiting Office, they have always
concentrated their efforts, not in this
laudable direction, but in paring down
the wagesa of the men as far as possible,
sweating the Governnt employees in
the Printing Office. Wherever depart-
men ts are run in that way, where those
in charge think that ecoln.y can only
be effected either by reducing the wages
or lengthening the hours, or in some
other detrimental way affecting the con-

Idition of the men employed, it is just
in such instances where they fail to
effect any economy. We fin~d this to
be. the case if we compare the con-
ditions ruling in America with those
in England. In England where they

thik nl of economty becing effected
by a reduction of wages, they are far
behind their contemporaries or their op-
ponents in a commercial sense in the
Ugnited States, where employers pay for
skillI and good work, and effect economies
by mechanical and seieutiflc inventions.
The member for Forrest stated that in
appointing this select committee it is not
necessary, or we should niot have in mind
the necessity, to consider the position
of the men concerned. I say we should
consider their inter-sts just asi much as
we should consider any other point which
affects the administration of this 0loverni-
inent Printing Office. We have to hear
in mnind that the public. practicall.y the
State, is employing these people, and so
long as We pass9 measqures Such as the
Factories A ct, the Early Closing Act, and
such measures limiting the powers of
of private employers to sweat. their em-
ployees, we should also take care that the
employees in the Government Printing
Office arc not working under unfair con-
ditions. It is just as essential that we
should also see that the State, as an ein-
ployer, should also be called upon to se
that; fair conditions are given to its
employees. It is just as essential in one
instance as inthe other. In the appoint-
ment. of a select committee or Royal
Commission we should consider the em-
plo ' ees' interests, and see that the State
gives them a fair deal and assures to
themn fair conditions, -while at the same
time we ask that on their part they

prinling Office,
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should give a fair deal to the State as
their employer. It should be borne in
mind that the employees in the Govern-
mneat Printing Office are not so advan-
tageously placed as, the employees in other
departments of the State. Their's is a
longer day than in the case of the banids
or the Works or other departments, and
they have not the same privileges as far as
holidays are concerned. The only holidays
they receive, I believe, are Good Friday,
Christmas Day or Boxing Day, and New
Year's Day, while in other departments
other holidays are granted. We have
also to bear' in mind that private
employers set a better example. Firms
such as Boan Bros. and For and Gibson
give their employees a fortniight's holiday
on full pay each year. Surely the
employees in the Government Printing
Office are entitled to the same considera-
tion.

MR. H. BROWN:- Rubbish!
Mu. BATH: The member for Perth

says " rubbish," but the hon. mnember
usually talks rubbish.

Mn. BROWN:- Are 'you sure Roan Bros.
give their employees a fortnightP

MR. SOADDAN: The Economic does.
Mu. BATH: I have been informed by

employees that such is; the case, but T am
not sure about Boan Bros. I do know
firms in Perth who give their employees
it fortnight's holiday on full pay, becuse
I know employees who have received this
consideration. I believe so far as this
motion is concerned that it would be
more satisfactory if a Royal Commission
were appointed. So desirous are the
employees of the department that an
inquiry should be instituted, and insti-
tuted on a fair basis, that they have
expressed their willingness to pay the
cost of someone representing their in-
terests on that Royal Commission. I
think there should b~e eithcr an impartial
person appointed to act with a master
printer, and a representative of the
employees to be present to examine
witnesses, or a master printer or repre-
sentative of the printing office employees
appointed, and these should be allowed to
select an independent person as chair-
man of the commission. I do nt
know that the inquiry woluld take
a very- great timie or entail any great
expense, considering the proposal that
the employees will pay the cost of one

representative. I feel it would be in-
finitely more satisfactory to have a.Royal
Commission, as far as the State is con-
cerned and the employees themselves,
whose capabilities have been impugned
during the last week or two.

Mu. G4. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
second the amendment.

MR. FOUILRES (Claremont) : Before
one decides whether one can vote im
favour of baring a Royal Commission
appointed, one would like to know, if
the Government propose appointing this
commission, what would be the personnel
of the commission. Everthing depends
upon the personnel of the comnmisfion.
I have heard it stated that a member of
Parliament should be selected as one of
the members of the commission.

Mu. BATH: I did not suggest that in
my proposal.

MR. FOUJLKES:- I should object to
that unless the member of Parliament
had full experience of the printing trade;

*and this commission will not have the
slightest weight unless members of it
have full experience of the prinating trade.
The report these Commissioners may
give us will -not be of use in forming
opinions as to how the Printing Office is
manmaged. unless they have f till experience.
One would like to know if the Govern-
meat will select the members of the com-
mission from men who have had experi-
ence of the printing trade. If they do
not do that, I do not think the inquiry
will be of much assistance.

THE PREMIER (Hon. N. J. M~oore):
I may say at the outset that the Goverjn-
nient desire an inquiry should be made,

Iand they are preparedl to be guided by
the House as to whether that inquiry
should take the form of a select com-
mittee or a, Royal Commission. I think

jthe question raised by the member for
Claremont (Mr. F'oulkes) as to the per-
sonnel may he very well left to the
Government to decide a little later on.
It has been suggested that the commuis-
Sion should, if appointed, consist of a
member of Parliament, a representative
of the employees, and at master printer.

Ma. BATH: I did not make that sug-
gestion.

THER PREMIER: You did not make it,
but it has been sugagested. It is well
known to members that such a proposal
has been miade. The Government are
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desirous that every inquiry should be
muade into the work- of the Governmwent
Printing Office, not so much through the
strictures passed on tbe men and the
grievance of members who have been
subjected to criticism, as to be able to
satisfy the people in the State in regard
to the conditions and the work carried out
by that department. And under these
circumstances, it is not the intention of
the Government to oppose the proposal
for a Royal Commission. At the same
time, we desire to stipulate that the com-
mission shall bring their report in
prom ptly. We are desirous to, as far as
possible, keep down expenses in this con-
nection, and the employees have gone so
far as to state that they would be pre-
pared to pay the expense of one member
appointed. Althoughi we have a deficit
at the preseint time and desire to keep
down expenditure, I do not consider it
would be becoming of the Government to
accept such a proposal. I think we can
safely bear the expenditure of the few
pounds which would be entailed in the case
of this commission, providing the report is
prcsented within 14 days, and I have
it on the best authority that such a
report could be brought down in 13 days.
With regard to the proposal that one of
the employees should be a member of
the commission, that is a matter which
requires some consideration. In a matter
of this kind, whilst members composing
that commission should have some
technical knowledge, it is well that they
should be outsiders. That matter should
received full consideration, and if the
proposal for a Royal Commission is
adopted, the House may well leave it to the
Government to decide what the personnel
of the commission should be.

Mn. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
am pleased to bear from the Premier
that there is no desire on the part of the
Government to oppose the fullest investi-
gation. into the Government Printing
Office. Members know full well that for
many years the same feeling has existed
as exists to-day in reference to that
department. Every year some member
rises in his place in this House and con-
deumns the wilful expenditure, and as a
testimony in that direction he holds up a
volume of papers printed by the depart-
mneat as a waste of time and money. We
well remember that the then member for

f Albany (Mr. Gardiner), when Colonial
Treasurer, special ly took over that depa rt-
m Lent and controlled it front the Treasury
for I think t he first t ime- I am speak ing
fromn memory-with the object of clean
ing up that department. But with all
his administrative abilityv ho failed to
clean it up as it perhasjr should have
been dune, and as in my humble opinion it
requires. lam very sorry to hear any mem-
ber in this Mouse, especially a member
who claims to have democratic teindencies,
who is representing a working men's con-
stituency,atabour constituency, find fault
with any section of the community for
exercising its; poclitical power and influ-
ence. What I object to is members
'who represent constituencies being of
such a soft and pliable character
that they will allow their politics to
be moulded by any small sections of their
constituents. I know full well that in
the metropolitan area the Government
employees, and not alone the G overnment
printers but the civil servants as a whole,
exercise a very strong influence over the
members of that area.

Ai. H. BROWN: Speak for yourself.
Mnt. TAYLOR: That is beyond doubt.

I am not accusing the member for Per-th
when I say the. inctrolitau) area, because
it is well known that in Perth there are
very few civil servants; hut inthe suburbs.

i of the coast, from Claremont or Cotteslou
to Perth, members will find a very large

Inumber of civil servants, and they have
much influence over members represent-
ing them. Not that members; think those
civil servants will be able to put them. out
of politics, hut they wish to avoid tuppiing
up against a section of the electors. We
remember there was a meeting of the

iinenibers of the Civil Service Association
in the Queen's Hall, when Ministers
raised their voices against civil servants
taking up that attitude with 2ference to
their various departments. .4nd I think
some M in isters of that day went so far
as to say that if the heads of those de-
partmients were in their office they would
see into the matter. Fortunately for the
heads of those departments, the gentle-
men did not con trol the particular depart-
ments concerned. I am sorry that what
was said in this Parliament caused so
much anxiety in the ininds .if the Gov-
ernment printers. I read tviti surprise
the report of the i ndi gnation mneetin g hel d
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in the Bohemia Hall. I am sure that
bad those printers heard the remarks
made in this House with reference to the
Printing Department, they would not
have seen fit to call an indignation meet-
ing and make wild statements such as
they dlid about members. They centred
theirattack particularly on the weinberfor
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) and the member
for Forrest (MI r.A. J. Wilson). The attack
of the printers was very strong, and I
suppose, as was pointed out by the Leader
of the Opposition, I hey took their cue
from Press reports. It did look, in cold
print, as though an attack had been mnade
upon the Government printers, the em-
lployees; but I li,tened with interest to
the speakers during the debate on the
Government Printing Department, and
the attack was centred miostly- upon the
management, upon the head of the depart-
inenrt; and the mnember for Kanowna
etajhasised that- he eniphasised it
largely. I took partieulori notice of what
the bon. member said. He said that one
drunken man Was paid to look after
another drunken man in a thoroughly
disorganised depart met-[AIR. BROWN:
You pensioned himl off I - and that men
inl ierior Positions were bossing men in
superior positions. That is one of the
statemenrts the hoix. membler made, and it
was about the strongest assertion lie did
make in connection with it. It is clearly
indicated byv that whoin die lion. member
was aiming at. It is wveil known far and
wide, as interjected by the member for
Perth, that we-Il suppose he mreant
the Labour Government of which I was
a member- pensioned that gentleman off.
I am rather sorry that the Printing
Department was not controlled by the
Colonial Secretary's office, for there
might have been something more drastic
so far ats that gentleman, was concerned.
I can illustrate to this House the necessity
for that gentlemnan's removal. I am sorry
he was able to receive remiuneration from
the State under the Pensions Act, for I
am sure that, had he been competent and
capable of controlling that department,
then, would have been no necessityr for
the motion moved to-day 'by the membe*r
for Forrest, nor for the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. Hj. Bxowz : That is the reason of
the Government Pritinig Office being in
bad odour tv-day, through that man.

MR. TAYLOR: I say he was incom-
petent. I assert that he neglected his
duty. I have no hesitation in saying so,
and I know that the member for Kanowna
had that man in his mind's eye when he
spoke about drunken men. I am posi-
tive about that. I have keen in Perth
for six years, and I do not go about with
my eyes shut. I had opportunities for
trying to find that gentleman at various
times when I was a Minister, and it was
very difficult to find him there. The
man in charge, Mr. Cnrtis, was the
second in command. He was generally
at the bhl. I am sorry that the dis-
cussion outside this House was of such
a strong character. After the strong
language used by those whose feelings
were so outraged *iw the utterances of
members in this Rouse, and the strong
terms in which they coundemned Parlia-
wient aud its members, they' readily
climbed downi when Ihe time came. I
think that wiser counsels prevailed, and
they have been somewhat more accurately
informed about the position taken up by
members in this House on that particular
occasion. But dealing with the Royal
Com mission, I think that the member for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) touched the
kernel when he desired some information
as to the personnel of the commission.
It is recognised ona all sides of the House
that Royal Commissions do not, on all
occasions, do as they are desired. I sup-
pose that they have been wore frequently
termed a whitewashing machine than any
other form of inquiry' that could take
place. I hlope that when this Royal
Commission is appointed to investigate
the department, men will be appointed
who will go thoroughly into the matter.
1 am ini accord with the Premier that it
will only take a very short time to inves-
tigate the department, and the report
should be laid on the table within 14
days after the commission sits. I am
more than satisfied that the statements
made in this House from time to time
since I have been a member of it, six
years, will be borne out by that com-
mission. I am positive about that,
if the investigation takes place. I
want to emphasise the point that I
have no objection to any section of
the community, whether they be Govern-
mient employvees or any other people,
exercising in the fullest degree their
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franchise; hut I do object to members
who are afraid to voice what is proper in
the best interests of the State coming
and protecting some smnall section of
their electors. Why was the Government
Printing Office first put into the Colonial
Treasurer's DepartmentP The then memi-
her for Albany, (Mr. Gardiner) was to
Clean it up at one fell swoop; but did he
not get into a similar position with the
Government printers as members are
in to-day, practically? They were up in
arums against the Colonial Treasurer
because hie desired to do something in
the way of cleaning it up, anid he filed.

Ma. GULL:- He failed because he left.
Mn.. TAYLOR: He was there some

two years before he left, and I think that
if the cleaning up of the department had
been only a simple Matter, the member
for Albany would have made some show.
I believe that he did largely clean up
certiin discrepancies in the Government
Printing Office; but it was too large an
order for him to excute, or he could not
get the necessary support. I do not
know whether th~at was so; but by that
gentleman's language in connection with
the department when he took it over,
and judging by the result he has shown,
one is led to b;elieve that he did not get
from his colleagues or from other mem-
bers that support which was necessary to
clean up the department. I feel positive
that the department badly needs cleaning
up, inure so than any other department
ini the State; and I hope that whatever
form this inquiry takes-whether a select
committee or a Royal Oommission-we
shall have laid on the table a report
which we can deal with before the Esti-
mates are brought in, and which will help)
the present Treasurer to put that depart-
ment once and for all on a footing that
will be creditable to him and beneficial
to the State.

Mnt. A. C. GULL (Swan): I wish
only to say that I shall oppose the pro-
posal for a Royal Commission. I object
to a Royal Commission, which is a
universal and sovereign means of shifting
reslpoflsibility. If there be anything
wrong in the Printing Office, the respon-
sibility lies with the Treasurer; and 1 am
perfectly sure that, with the opinion of
this House behind him, with the guaran-
teed support of members of both sides of
the House in his righting anything

I wrong and miaking any necessary reforms,
that the Treasurer is in a strong enough
position. Therefore the proposal to
shift the responsibility to the shoulders

iof a Royal Commission is beside the
question.

Mn. BOLTON:- You do not understand
it at all.

Mn.R GULL: Do I not P The duty
lies entirely on the head of the depart-
meat;, and it is for him to see if there be
any scandal in the department, and if
there is, to remove that scandal.
THn TRE ASURER (Hon. F. Wilson):

I think it is somewhat ungenerous in the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor) to reflect on one of my pre-
tlecessors (Mr. Gardiner) in connection
with the Printing Office. 'Mr. Gardiner
doubtless took charge of the department

Iwith the full intention of reorganising it
and making in it all sorts of amend-
ments; and I have no doubt he took
certain.steps with that object. But the
House must remember that there has
since been another Administration; and
if the Printing Department is so bad as
some memnbers seem to think, why was
not the cleaning up taken in band by our
im mediate predecessors in officeP They
had the opp~ortunity.
* MR. A. 3. Witeon:- I can tell you
why.

THE: TREASURER: I dare say the
hon. member can. I wish it to be dlearly
understood that although I personally

*am not opposing either proposal for a
iselect committee or a Royal Commission,
*if the House in its wisdom thinks it
desirable to appoint one or other, at the
same time I do- not ask for either. I am
prepared to reorganise the Printing Office
with the assistance of the aew manager.
and to put it on a sound business foot-

a. I do not want the assistance of
either a Royal Commission or a select
committee. I think I am quite capable
of doing the work. But I shall wpicowe
the assistance of either body, should it
be appointed by the House. It seems to
we that I have sufficient information to
walart Me in saying that the whole
office does need reorganisation. It needs
inquiring into, and it needs many altera-
tions, the chief amongst which is the
dispensing to a large extent with hand
labour, and the introduction of machines
to do the setting. Ilam quite satisfied of
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that. At the same time, 1 do not wish
to say for a mioment that the employees
as a, whole are men devoid of all
conscience or honesty of purpose in their
work. I believe we have good, bad, and
indifferent men in that institution, as we
have in almost every other department
and in anyv private workshop. But it is
necessary that the nmanager -aunl the now

manager is, I believe, a, manl of deterimina-
tion-shall have full power to disjcnse
with those whom he finds to be inefficient
or unnecessary. I may say I have given
him a free haind in that respect. Those
who are not re(quired in that department
will be displensed with; those who are
inefficient and incapable (of satisfactorily
doing their work must be replaced by
others. That stands to reason. But as
to the personnel of the cominssion,
should the Rouse decido to appoint a
commission I wish to say it is impossible
for the Government t4, declare off-hand
who shall form that commission. It is
within the right of the Government-it
is a part of their duty -- to select men
who are in the opinion of Ministers
capable, and to recomndi~ these men to
His Excellency as the men to carry out
the inquiry which the House may ask
for and autborise. Certainly gentlemen
so appointed-at all events one of them,
if not more-ought to have some actual
knowledge of the business into which
they will inquire. It is no use, for
instance, putting a 4r-aper onl a Commiis-
wion of this sort; no use, I take it,
appointing a stockbroker. We naturally
go to the trade.

]SI. BiA: But it would not be fair
to app)oint it private printer, who is
interested in preventing thle Government
printing Office from getting work.

THE TREASURER: T hen I do not
know whom to appoint. Would you not
appoint a man conversant with the
printing trade, who has probably been at
the trade all his lifef We must appoint
a manl who has some knowledge of the
trade.

MR. BATH: 'He would be interested in
making out a. case ag-ainst the Govern-
mnent Printing Office, for the benefit of
private printers.

THE TREASURER: Surely not.
Me. TAYLOR: There is a strong desire

to do away with the Printing Office.

THE TREASURER: I do not think
that question has arisen. The question
is simply how to put the Printing Office
on a sound buminless footing, so that it
shall be worked economically and run on
business lines, like a, private establish-
ment. I do not think the hon. member
need fear that there is any notion of
abolishing the Printing Office.

MR. BATH: What about the board of
inquiry into the Fremantle pipe works?
There you had an instance of what I
mlean.

THE TREASURER: I beg the hon.
member's pardon. The pipe works in-
quiry was si mply as to cost- tile cost at
which the pipes could be produced. The
inquiry board did not go so far as to say
that thle pipe works should he abolished.
They did not inquire into that aspect of
the question.

Ma. BATH: The inquiry had that
effect. Such a board mnight say that the
Government institution was more costly
than. a private office.

THE TREASURER: That matter did
not crop up at all. The inquiry boabrd
were never asked to report on it. The
question of the abolition of the Printing
Office does not arise in this inquiry, which
is simply as to how the office can be
economically run on a sound basis. And
if that investigation is to he made, if we
are to get a satisfactory suggestion from
the Ro yal Commission, we must have on
it, to advise us, men who are conversant
with the trade. What would be the use,
for instance, of my going through that
Printing Office with the idea of recoin-
wending certain machines? I could not
do that. I dare say I could act very well
on a Royal Commission, by investigating
the commercial aspect of the office, the
labour question, the number of bands
employed, and whether those employedl
were of the right class. I could probabl~y
investigate the question of cost ; but I

*could not advise as to what class of
machines should be used.

Mn. FODLKES: I asked jurt now
*whether the Government intended it,
select the members of the commission
from men who had a knowledge of the
printing trade; but the Premier would
not give any satisfactory reply.

THE TREASURER: The Premier
could not give an immediate reply as to
the personnel of the commission. I am



Printing Office, [25 JCLY, 1906.1 to Inquire. 617

pointing out that, should the commission
be appointed, naturally the Government
will consider who are best adapted
to bold the inquiry and to advise the
Government. We must have on that
commilssion at least one member who is
thoroughly conversant with the trade.

MR. FOULKSs: Onlv one?
THE TREASURER: It is proposed to

appoint a commission of three.
MR. FOULKzES And only one who has

a knowledge of the trade F
TIs TREASURER: I have pointed

out-perhiaps the bon. member does not
understand me-that although a man
may not be actually a printer, he may he
capable of advising the House with regard
to certain operations in the Government
Printing Office.

MR. FOULES: Unless he has at know-
ledge of the printing trade, his advice
will he worth nothing.

Is TREASURER: His advice may
be valuable, whether or not he has a
knowledge of the p)rinting trade. I have
Stated my opinion that I could hold a
certain position on the proposed comn-
mission, and could get valuable informa-
tion and probably make a valuable
recommendation. But I could not go so
tar ad to say what class of machinery
it was best to employ in that establish-
ment. If we appoint a commission con-
sisting of one man with a thorough
practical knowledge of the plant, build-
inigs, and stock required, in addition to
his commercial knowledge, and another
mn who has a good commercial know-
ledge, who can investigate the question
of cost of production and the hands
required, -also someone who represents
fairly well the opinions held by the
various workers in that establisment, I
think we Shall have a commission that
will give good results.

MR. H. BROWN: Why not give the new
Government Printer a showP You have
not yet given him a chance to do any-
thing.

Tns TREASURER: Exaetly. Iihave
just pointed out, probably in the hon.
member's ahsence, that I apm not asaking
for a Royal Commission or a select com-
mittee. I am prepared, with the new
manager, to take the whole responsibility
of reorganising that department. But if
the House in its wisdom thinks that a
Royal Commission or a select committee

will assist me in that duty, I am bound
to accept that assistance.

ME. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
I feel that although the present Situation
does warrant discussion and anxious
thought, yet we are sometimes liable to
drift into the current of an inquiry craze.
Let it first of all be remembered that the
Government holding office in 1904-5 were
the first who made a really serious
attempt to put this institution on a, proper
working basis.

Tnn TREASURER: What did the
attempt amount to ?

MR. LYNCH: The Government made
an effort to get the very best man avail-
able to take charge (of the institution.
That was certainly' a step which previous
Governments neglected o- were not

game" to take ; so we should not lose
sight of the fact that the Government
whom I supported at that time did really
take the first practical step to put the
Printing Office on a sound basis. My
reasons for opposing both Royal Comnis-
sion and select commnittee arm that, just
as we have appointed ai Government
Printer, it seems almost ridiculous to
send in a conmmit tee or a commission
hotfoot after him, to find out what is the
matter. Surely the Government of the
day have chosen that man out of respect
for his mnerits. If we send in a com-
mission after him, that wvill he almost
equivalent to saying that he is not
capable of taking charge of the insti-
tution; or if that construction cannot
be put on our action, it means that he
needs some special form of advice, to
be gained at the expense of a Royal
Commission. It is quite plain that a
reform is needed in the Printing Office,
anid I am not opposed to reform; but
since the present Government have taken
the course of placing a new manager in
char-ge, at I1 believe an increased salary,
it is only fair to give that man a chiance
of showing bow he can acquit himself in
the capacity of an up-to-d ate Government
Printer. Briefly, I say it really seems
ridiculous to think that we have appoinited
this official, and then must start an

I inquiry, into the whole institution. I
, advise that we should wait for at least
isix months, till we find out how the
Government Printer acquits himself;
and if he is found wanting in effecting
reforms, then let us send in either a
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commission or a select committee; but
not till then, so far as my vote is con-
cerned.

Two hours having expired,-
The House resolved that the debate be

continued.

At 6-30, the SPEARER left the Chair.
At 7-00, Chair resumned.

MR. J. BREBBER (North Perth):
In regard to the motion and the amend-
int before the Chamber, I think there
are two matters for inquiry. One matter
I am prepared to leave to the Govern-
inent for settlement, and that is the
question of the management and better
organisation of thiedepartment. But when
it comevs to the assertions wade by the
members for Eanowna, and Forrest, then
I think it is a different matter altogether.
Then I think it only a matter of fairness
that any body of emiployees, whether in a
Government department or outside,
should have the opportunity of relieving
themselves of the stigma of the accusa-
tions made against them. For that
meason I will support the amendment by
the Leader of the Opposition, that a
Royal Commission be appointed to in-
vestig-dte the assertions made in this
House by those hon. members. It is
within the recollection of members of
this House that the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker) said that the employees
in the Printing Department were prac-
tically a lot of loafers. At any rate,
that is the construction I placed on his
words. An assertion of that nature
should not be made in this House or out-
side without some sufficient reason for
making it. The member for Forrest
made the assertion that the employees in
the Government Printing Depertment
were only such as were fit for the Old
Men's Dep~t.

MR. A. 3. WILSON: That is scarcely
correct. I said that was the commoni
impression.

MR. BREBBER: We must place our
own construction on the speech of the
member for Forrest. The only thing we
can go upon is the construction we place
on remarks made, and the construction I
have put on the hon. member's speech
bears the reading I have put on it; and
seeing that is so, I think the only thing

left for me is to support the amendment
of the Leader of the Opposition, that a
Royal Commission be appointed to go
into this matter to see whether there is
any foundation in fact for the assertions
made by the members for Kanowna and
Forrest.

MR. TAYLOR: You am putting a wrong
construction on their remarks.

MR. BREBBER: With regard to the
management and reorganisation of the
department, I would be willing to leave
that matter in the hands of the Ti-ca-
Surer and the new Government Printer ;
but with reference to the assertions made
and the charges brought against the
employees by those bon. members, I
think I must, in fairness to the eii
ployees, support the amendment.

ME. J. E. HARD WICK (East Perth):
Whilst not altogether in sympathy with
the appointment of royal commissions, in
this case my views are very much in
accord with those of the member for
North Perth. There have been Some
very sweeping assertions and charges
against the men by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site; but I feel sure that the only desire
of tbe employees - and I think they
should be commended for their action -
is that an inquiry should be held in
order to find out thle true state of affairs.
They are anxious that a Royal Commis-
sion should be appointed, and they have
gone so far as to say that they would be
prepared amongst themselves to pay the
cost of that Commission. The Premier
has intimated to the House that he
would not he prepared to accept any
such offer from the men; but it only
shows that they are sincere in their
desire that the true state of affairs should
be made known to the country. I am of
opinion that there would be no move in
the direction of trying to secure a Royal
Commission if it had not been for the
strong assertions made by some members
on the opposite side of the House, tinder
the cloak of parliamentary privilege.

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, nonsense!1 No.
Ma. HALRDWICK: Members say that

is not so; but there is the assertion in
Mansard of one member that the em-
ployees of the Government Printing
Office are a number of loafers. From my
knowledge of the Government Printing
Office, while I am prepared to admit
that there may be a certain number of
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drones in that department as opposed to
the genuine workers, I say now that we
have some of the best tradesmen in Aus-
tralia. in that department; and they are
anxious that the true position of affairs
should be given to the country. I feel
sure that the commission would not be a
very costly one, because a matter of two
or three days would suffice to clear up
the whole affair. [Mpwma: I will give
it a month.] It is my' intention to sup-
port the amendment.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): Before this debate closes
I should like the privilege of saying a
few words on a matter which hitherto
has wholly escaped attention; that
while we have dealt with the grievances,
or the supposed grievances, that have
arisen in consequence of certain lan-
guage used in this Roucse, no member so
far has ventured to Say a single word in
deprecation of the attitude of those who
have piled abuse on members of this
House while doing what they perhaps
in a mistaken way (lid, bitt what I feel
they nevertheless considered was their
duty. It is necessary. on whatever side
of the House members sit, that we should
present an absolutely united front in the
face oif any wild sud unreasonable abuse
directed against us as members of Par-
liament attempting to do our duty. I
hope that sentiment will find some echo
in the breast of each member, and that
he will feel that this debate should not
close without that being given due pro-
mtinence and without its being fully recog-
nised. What are the facts on which this
debate is founded?9 Certain members
of this House, on another occasion, per-
haps somewhat intemperately, criticised a
certain Government department and
pointed out that it was the source of a
large expenditure to the State. The
member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor) reminds us-and he is practi-
call y a Nestor amongst us to-day-that
this is averyold sore; that for years past
ithas been the subject of conimentand com-
plaint on the part of this House that the
work carried out by the Printing Depart-
ment was farlessthan the amountvoted for
it justified. Then it appears that certain
members of the staff of the Government
Printing Office met and formulated a6
demand for a Royal Commission to
inquire into what ?-because after all we

*must know what is to be inquired into.
To inquire, not into the working of this
department really, but into the troth of
these specific charges or supposed charges.
Is it for a moment to be considered that,
because any group of men, no matter to
what section of the population they
belong, and no matter what numbers
they may comprise, feel aggrieved at
something which has been said in this
House, this in itself justifies us in

Iappointing a R-.oyal Commission ? I do
not see that it does. The position taken

*up by the Leader of the House in this
matter is a perfectly open one, and one
that he has very properly taken up.
Having regard to the fact that these men
have put fonvard a complaint of harsh
and unjust treatment at the hands of
members of this House, the Premier has
left himself in the hands of the House.
Therefore this matter now under ie.s
eussion fortunately being one that is Dot

iadapted to a party construction and
is wholly removed from party influences,
I welcome thoroughl y the attitude of the
member for Leonora (Mr. Lynch), who
has pointed out to the House what I

Iconsider the right path to pursue, and
that is to refuse at the present stage any

inqiry into the working of a department
which has just been put under the hands
of a new manager; reserving to ourselves
the right, if the new manager proves a
failure in the position, to call upon him
to justify the workhbehas done; and ifhbe
fails to justify it,aaid if it is then felt neces-
sary to appoint a Royal Commission, to
do so. But at the present stage, imme-

Idiately after his entering into the control
iof the department, of what possible use
tan an inquiry be ? Now the debate has
wandered over some other ground. The
question has been raised as to the political
rights of civil servants, and the member
for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) has
apparently twitted some members of
this House with being more or less
under the thumbs of civil servants

iwho live in their electorates. Surely
there can be a broad line drawn so
that every juan in the community may
vote just as his conscience dictates.
That is the right of every man; but when
any man, or any number of men, attemp~t
to dictate to other men as to what they
should do-

MS. A. J. WILSON: Or to Parliament.
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Tus. ATTORN4EY GENERAL: Or
certainly above all to the House that is
rightly supposed to have the only real
power in the land; it might be said-if
it were at Al to be said-that the only
person in the House who would bear the
brunt of the aspersion by the member for
Mt. Margaret is the Leader of the
Opposition; because although he was
present when the debate took place which
was the whole origin of these proceedings
and of this debate, and although those
expressions to which objection has been
taken came particularly and in fact
wholly from his own side of the House,
he nevertheless was, a silent spectator,
and although he spoke, he in no way
reproved auytbing that was said. There-
fore, if there is anjy mau in the House-
and I do not say there ia-who would
appear to be under the thumb of some
party outside the House, that peculiar
honour must rent on the member who
remained silent on one occasion, and who
to-niight comes. here merely as the mouth-
piece apparently of the aggrieved em-
ployees, and in no sense a defender of the
position taken up by members of this
House, or a defender of the honour of
the House or of the right of criticism of
this House.

Ma. BATH: But these people avre not
in my constituency.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: All
the less reason why the hon. member
should he so pliant in the matter. If
they were in his constituency it would be
a poor excuse. Being outaide his con-
stitue-ncy, he has no excuse whatever.
However, let ine conclude in this matter
by saying that I am heartily glad the
division will not be oin party lines.
And when the House does divide, each
member should ask himself, not on what
side he shall vote according to party pre-
dilection, but whether it is the right
thing to grant a demand of this character
on the very flimsy grounds put forward
in support of it to-night.

MR. T. WALKER (Kanowna):- I do
not know whether I shall be misiuder-
stood again if I say a few words on the
subject. It almost makes one timid lest
he be misrepresented, and in fact I only
speak to-night unless it mnar be inter-
preted that silence might be suspected as
something of that kind. No one could
be more surp~rised. than I was when read-

ing the report of the prinuters' indignat ion
meeting, or whatever it was called, the
other night. It was, so far an attack on

Ime or on anyone else for what we have
said. One almost imagined that every
person who took part in that demonstra-
tion had suddenly lost his senses, had
become demented. I do not think there
was a member in the House who heard
mue speak the othe; night who imagined
for aL moment that I was taboig every
Dick, Toni, and Harry, every workman
or every other person-whether workmen
in the strict sense of the word or the

mangerwhlesleby my remarks.
Whatvermayhave gone into the Press,

and I think it was a fairly correct report
of what I said, there could be, T am sure.
no interpretation from listening to what
I said, or from reading the relports, that
could lead anyone to imagn thtw

there people as drunkards and loafers. I
distinctly said there were some. I used
the. words, there were some loafers in that
establishment, and I did distinctly say,
always throughout that speech referring
to the management, that there had been
-1 forget the exact way I introduced it,
but I gave the Rouse to understand that
there had been men who had been paid,
one drunken man for looking after
another; and I was referring to no imagi0-
nary instance, but to what had actually
occurred, aliteral fact. Reference has been
made to that to-night in this Chnnir.
That one, one of two I was alluding to, had
his services dispensed wit~h in this Statbe
in a manner which to me was altogether
too light a punishment for the sins he
bad committed whilst in charge of the
management of an important institution
like that. And I cnnot understand,
unless these men have lost their senses,
how they could have gone moad over such
an. affair as that. I am not gofung to say
more on that point, because it might be
looked upon as revenge if I did say more;
but this I do say now, it is an extraordi-
nary event, notwithstanding what has
fallen-a we can well understand it
might from his large heart towards
workers of every kind-from the leader
of the Opposition, it was an outrage for
that body of men to try and intimidate
the members of the House from doing
their duty. I quite agree with every
member who has spoken from this or the
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other side of the House, that everyone
in the State ought to have the right to
criticise their representatives in Parlia-
ment. They ought to have the right to
meet and debate; but whether they are
civil servamts, or any other class of the
community, they have no right to mis-
represent facts. They have no right to
intimidate members of this Chamber
from doing their duty. They have no

righbt to slander or scandalise members of
this House. They have no right to
threaten the members of the House. If
that kind of thing is to continue, no
member in this Chamber, unless very
brave, would care to do his duty. No
man's character or position would be safe
in those circumstances. So far as thle
mnotion is concerned, I for one do not see
the necessity for either a Select committee
or a. Royal Commission, and-we have
had the assurance it will be done-if the
Treasurer does his duty, and I am con-
vinced from what he has said to-night he
means to do his duty, the matter should
be left to the Government.

Ma. A. J. WILSON: The Government
Printer is already doing his duty, very
well too.

Ma. HEITMNwN: Why move for a select
committee, thenP

MR. WALKER: What have we
injisters for but to take charge of these

departments, and to accept the responsi .-
bility one way or the other for the con-
duct of these departments. It is their
duty to do it. That is what they are
there for; and to allow select committees
or to allow even Royal Commissions to
do the work which is entrusted to them
is humiliating to the Government of this
country.

Tun MINISTER YOU WORKS: Not at
all.

MR. WALKER: Why not at all?
The member is such a young fledgling
that no doubt he imagines that he can
accept help from everywhere, and imagine
lie is doing his duty. [TEE MINISTER
roR WORxs interjected.] Out of I he
mouths of babes and sucklings issues
forth milk. I cannot accept the ditm
of the young aspiring Minister for Works
as an authority. He knows very little
yet of the respon sibilities of his own
office, notwithstanding that of the Gov-
ernment in general. If the member is
not too young too learn, let him show the

attitude of a learner and shut up when
he is not sure of his facts. I still repeat
that it is the duty of the Government to
see that the Printing Office is kept clean.
All that I said the other night has been
justified by what the Treasurer has told
us to-night. This establishment' does
need reorganisation. This establishment
does need reform. This establishment
has not been conducted as it ought to
have been in the past. It has been
extravagant, and there is need for economy
there. That was practically my speech
the other night. It has been made by the
Treasurer this evening. In tbat. respect,
therefore, I am justified. If there is to
be either one or the other, either a select
committee or a Royal Commission, I
sincerely trust it will be a Royal Core-
mission. A number of members of this
House examining matter of such import-
ance would be futile. They could sot
possibly do the work. If there is any-
thing in the rumours and charges flying
about, an expert is 4bsolutely necessary
for conducting an inquiry of this kind.
If there is to be an investigation it should
hie by Rome one or two who know what
they are looking for, who know how to
judge such evidence as may be tendered
to them.

MR. HEITMANN: They will appoint
their managers.

MR. WALKER: I scarcely think the
0overnment will have the temerity to do
that. The managers are accused in this
matter. It is the management, I do not
say the new manager, but the manage-

iment, as it has been up to date, or a day
or two ago, that is the subject to be
inquired into. It should be a practical
printer, a man who knows the ins and

i, outs of the trade and of the whole work
from the printer's devil, so to speak, to
the least mnachinist; a man who knows

Ievery feature 4f the Printing Office.
Unless that be done the inquiry will be a
sheer farce, and we may as well leave
things as they are. We neither want an
accusiug committee nor a whitewashing
committee. We want a fearless investi-
gation, if the matter is to be touched at
all. If it vomres to a division, I shall vote
for a Royal Commission in preference,
decidedly, to a select committee, for a
select committee, I repeat and emiphasise,
would] be nothing more than a failure.
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Tws MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) : I am not prepared at present
to say what is the reason for the dissatis-
faction that undoubtedly exists in con-
nection with the Government Printing
Department. It may be the ernploy~ees
are to blame, it may be the management
is to blame; it may be that different
Governments have to tahe their share of
the public odium. I do not think at
present a sufficient case has been made
out for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission into this particular question. As
a general rule, I find myself opposed to
the appointment of Royal Commnissions.
in this instance we have a Minister who
is undoubtedly capable of dealing with
the subject. We have a new manager
just appointed, one who during the very
short time he has been in that position
has already given undoubted evidence
of his fitness for it. Under these circum-
stances, I think it would be just as well
if matters for the present were allowed to
take their course. The member for
Kanowna. has though~t fit to cast a certain
amount of, what shall I sav-[MR.
WALKER: Eloquence]-has thought fit
to waste his eloquence on my inex-
perience; but one thing to-night in this
debate has interested me, and it must
have been interesting to everyone sitting
in this House, to find the member for
once in a penitential mnood, to find him
explaining away his utterances.

Vn. WALKER: Not one bit.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

am not permitted to quote from Hansard,
hut if I were permitted to do so we
should find those utter-ances to be sub-
stantially the same as were quoted from
Press reports by certain individuals at
the meeting in the Bohemia Hall. The
utterances then dealt with were pretty
much the same as those delivered in this
House. If a, Royal Commission is to be
appointed every time somec one is attacked,
then I am inclined to think that nearly
every one sitting on the 'Treasury bench
would need half a dozen Royval Com-
missions sitting on him. 'LInterjection.]
The hon. member is speaking from his
own experience. As far as the Treasury
bench is concerned, there is not one
occupant who would not he willing to
face half a dozen commissions.

MR. BOLTON : Are you speaking of the
bench or the chairs ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am speaking of individuals sitting on
the Treasury bench. There is nothing
that we have done that we dare not face;
but because we do not happen to be con-
nected with the particular party with
which the member for Xanowna is con-
nected, we do have justice denied us,
and do not see this gentleman in his
moments of generosity standing upJ in a
penitential mood, in so far as his attacks
on us are concerned.

Ma. WALKER: No peniten-ce about me.
Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS:

Explaining away statements which he
has made. I trust for the future the
hon. member will practise what lie
preaches and deal out to us that justice
which for the present moment he iN
inclined to deal out to the men lie attacked
the other night. It is no use trying to
get away fromi the question. He did
-attack those men, and attack them most
violently.

MR. WALKER: IJam sorry to inter-
rupt the hon. member, hut I think I
made a statement which is now given a
fat contradiction. I was dealing with

the management, anad everybody in this
House but the hon. member so under-
stood me.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course I am bound to accept the expla-
nation of the hon. member, but certainlyr
at the time that was not the sense in
which I understood his words. As toi
the position of the Government in this
matter, the hon. member seems to think
that the Government, on this question,
should take up a decided attitude and
say we either refuse or grant select coin-
mittee or a Royal Cornmission. But he
seems to forget that in this connection
a number of men-decent, respectable
working men, and others who are
managing this concern-have been at-
tacked, and far be it from this Govern-
ment to use its majority to prevent these
men from obtaining anything they believe
to be right as to the method in which
they should obtain justice. I honour the
Premier because he has left this an open
question, so that members can deal with it
as they choose. Had the Premier thought
fit to use his majority, undoubtedly with-
out any trouble he could have defeated
either of these propositions. I am speak.
ing now with a perfectly open mind. I
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think that no case has been made out at
the present moment for a Royal Commis-
sion or for any inquiry whatever. I
think, rather, that the present situation
is so hopeful in this particular depart-
ment that the House may very fairly*
leave matters as they are, at least for two
or three months, and see if any improve-
merit is effected.

MR. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : I
quite agree with the Minister who has
just Sato down, in the opinion that memn-
bers of this House should not them-
selves be dictated to by public servants;
but at the same time we have no right to
abuse our privilege by unfairly attacking
employees of the State, and if these
employees are attacked, if they are
denounced as a lot of loafers-and T
am quoting words which I believe the
member for ifanownao (Mr. Walker)
used-from top to bottom-

MR. WALKER: That is not what I
said. If I may be permitted to do so I
will read what I said.

Ms. DAGLISH :I hope the lion.
member will, because if the hon. member
will read what he said it will confirm my
statement. I am compelled to speak
from memory, but if I were able to read,
my words would be the same as those I
have uttered from memory. What we
have to do is this : we have, whilst speak-
ing- under the cloak of privilege, to above
-all things show our respect for that
privilege by speaking with accuracy, and
while dealing with servants of the State
we should show, as masters, our desire to
do them justice at aUl times and to treat
them, if possible, with generosity. The
unfortunate thing-

MR. WALKER: Will the Speaker let
inc readP

ME. DAGLISH: The hon. member, I
believe, desires to quote his remarks.

MR. WALKER: Would I be permitted
to read, as a point of setting myself right
from misrepresentation?:

MR. SPEAKER: I am sorry that I
cannot give the hon. member that
privilege. I find in the Standing
Orders-

No member shall read from a printed news-
paper or book the report of any speech made
in Parliament during the same session. No
member shall read extracts from newspapers
or other documents referring to debates; in the
Rlouse during the same session.

t am therefore bound by the Standing
Orders. I should like to give the hon.
member the privilege, but I cannot.

MR. DAGLISH: I have refreshed my
memory just now, and I can say now
that the lion. member stated, referring to
the Government Printing Office, that. it
was an "Augean stable' and required
cleaning from top to bottom. The hion.
member said also that he did not believe
in the 'State or anyone keeping on a lot
of loafers at the cost of the State.

MR. WALKER: That is right too.
That is different from saying they are
all loafers. Now come to where I said
some of them are loafers.

AIR. DAGLISH : The lion. member is
somewhat unfair to me in alleging or
implying that I said lie asserted they
were all loafers. There may have been
individual exceptions made in the remarks
of the member for Kanownia; but my
contention is that in dealing with public
servants, and speaking as we do under
the cloak of privilege, we should be very
careful in any remarks we make. We
have to bear in mind that these men
have reputations to sustain just as we
have, and I have noticed that some of
those members who, in the Press or on
public platforms or in Parliament, are
most careless in the way in which they
attac:k others, are most tender themselves
when they happen to be attacked. I say
that we ourselves should show the same
regard for the feelings of others as we
expect others to show in regard to our
own feelings; and as members of a body
speaking on behialf of the public in this
State, when we are dealing even with
public servants we should show a certain
regard for truth and accuracy, and
should, in my opinion at all events,
be very careful to err on the side
(of leniency rather than in the other
direction. This body of men has
been rightly or wrongly accused of being
a body of loafers, and I believe of being
drunkards. Hansard, however, has been
somnewhat. lenient in the record of the
speech delivered by the member for
Kanowna; therefore .vhat appeared in the
Press does not appear in Howsard. The
member for Forrest has submitted a
proposition that a select committee be
appointed to inquire into the allegations
made against employees in the Govern-
ieent Printing Office. The bon. member
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alleges that I am not using altogether the
words of his motion, but the effect of the
motion is that a select committee should
he appointed to inquire into the manage-
ment of the Government Printing Offce,
and, if that motion be carried, what will
be the result? The result will be that
the member for Forrest will be chairman
of the committee elected. by lballot, and,
if the usual proceduire of this House be
followed, members nominated by the hon.
member will he selected for inquiry into
the management of the Government
Printing Office. The memiber for Forrest
(Mr. A. .1. Wilson) has made certain
statements which may or may not be
true. I say they may be true, knowing
the member for Forrest. Other members
who do not know him will possibly say
they may not be true, But the unfor-
tunate thing is; that any select committee
in this House is usually a committee
nomninated by the member who submits a
motion. And in passing, I may remark
that I1 hope that before long the practice
of allowing any member who proposes a
committee to nominate its members will
be abandoned, because it is a. bad prin-
ciple. But we have to deal with things
as they are, and I here commend the
member fur Wanowna for the stand he
has taken. The member for Kanowna.
says that if there is to be an inquiry, the
only satisfactory inquiry would he one
made by a Royal Commission, by an
independent body of men. I amn glad
to find that the hon. member is
willing to submit the statements he
has made-beca use I presumie he will be
a witness.-before either a select com-
mittee or a Royal Commission. I amn
glad he is prepared to submit his evidence
to an independent body; hut T trust that
the House will not agree to the proposal
that a select committee be appointed of
which the member for Forrest would be
chairman, which would consider certain
charges niade by the member for Kanowna,
and the member for Forrest. Surely it
would he altogether absurd to appoint
the principal accuser-I do not know
whether the member for Foirrest. or the
member for Kan owna. was the principal
accuser-but one of the principal accusers
of the Government Priuting Office as
chairman, as chief judge of that esiab-
Iisl'r'ent. [Ma. HoLmkw interjected.]
The member for Yilgara and the member

for Kanowna are, I understand, to hoe
ineabers of this select committee. I am
speaking on the abuthority of the member
for Murchison. I would not For amorneiit
muake a statement like that on my own
authority, but I believe from what I have
seen in Parliament this session that the
mnember for Murchison is entirely in tlae
confidence of the member for Forrest,
and that before the member for Forrest
submits a, motion to this House lie refers
it to the member for Murchison, and that
there is a sort of sub-caucus held between
them; therefore we may take it that this
motion of the member for Forrest has
the concurrence of the member for Mur-
chison, atnd that it has already* been
arranged between those two mrembers
and the member for Kanowna--[MI4.
TAYLOR: And Yilgarn]-and the mem-
ber for Yilgarn (Mr. Horan) in the back-
ground, he having a vote but no voice.
I believe the hon. member has no voice
to-night. I do not desire to labour this
question, but I ask that if there be an
inquiry it shall be impartial; and I
rejoice in the fact that the member for
Kanowna6 supports me in this demand.
I rejoice also that the Premier has given
the supporters; of the Government a. free
band in this matter, and I hope that they
will exercise it as they should do, that is
in favour of the amendment proposed by
the Leader of the Opposition.

Ma. Sci-rnAnn: You were not in the
lobby.

MR. .DAGLiTSH : I do iiot know what
the bon. member refers to. I do not
know what transpired in the lobby, but I
feel satisfied that when the Premier
expressed his willingness to agee to a
fair, full, and independent inquiry, he
meant what he said. I think, too, thtt
when we attack public servants in this
House we ought to be prepared to sup-
port our assertions, not in a casual sort
of fashion with a mnere statement before
aL select conmnittee, but by sworn. evidence
before a Royal Commission. One of the
reasons why I object to this select coiin-
niittee is that, as a rule, select committees
take evidence purely on the statement of
witnesses, whereas Royal Oommissions
can, aind do, demand that evidence shall
be sworn to.

MR. TAYLQR: So can a select corn-
miittee,

[ASSEMBLY,] io Inquire.
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MR. DAGTASH : I want the member
for Kanowna, the member for Forrest,
and the member for Yilgarn to not only
swear to their evidence, but to submit to)
cross-examination. I want to hear them
or see them prove the truth of what they
have stated. I am not speaking as an
advocate either of the men employed in
the Government Printing Office or of
any other division of the public service;
but I am speaking as an advocate of
justice, and as one who believes in
extending justice even to those who have
the misfortune to be employees of the
Government in Western Australia; and
I hope that we shall extend to them the
same justice that we demand for our--
selves. I have much pleasure in stll-
porting the amendment.

MR. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn); In
view of the fact that the member for
Subiaco (,Mr. Daglish) said that I had no
voice in to-nighit's proceedings, I wish to
contradict 1dm by rising to have a few
words on this subject. I was absent
during the earlier portion of the debate,
and am to a great extent in the dark as
to what has transpired. But I have read
the newspapers, and find that I am
included with certain other members as
having etigmatised the Government
Printing Office as obsolete. The member
for Subiaco suggests that if a Royal
Commission were appointed, each mem-
ber who made those statements in the
House should be sworn and called upon
to prove the statements he made. It I
were amember of thalt commission, the
first witness I should call would be the
ex-Premier, the member for Subiaco, who
gave me his word in this House that the
machinery used in the Printing Office is
obsolete. And it seems to we most
extraordinary that the attitude of the
Government Printing Office employees
should have been, during the last few
days, enough to make one wonder
whether this country is nt to become as
chaotic as Russia. If our Government
servants dictate to Parliament and
criticise their superiors here, certainly it
is time that the Minister rose in his
place and took some action.

MR. DAO LISH: Why Should they not
criticise, as citizens?

MR. HORAN: I do not object to their
criticisting as citizens; but to tlaeir criticis.

in! our attitude when dealing with our
own work. Mv desire was to allow the
Printing Office to have up-to-date mach-
inery" , to give the men a fair chance; but
they have been idiotic enough to mnis-
understand the action I proposed to take,
or that any other sensible person would
have taken, to give them up-to-date
machinery. I have it on the advice of
the member for Subiaco that they are
working obsoletei machinery.

Ila. f&LIorSn: Quote front HaoiSardl.

MR. HORAN: I will quote y our words,
or the sense of your words. I cannot
now turn up Hansard. I think that the
attitude of the Printing Office emnployees
justifies, to a great extent, the criticism
showered on the adlministration. I do
not know a single person working there;
and they were good enough to say that I
do not know a mangle from a printing
machine. That may or may not he
correct. My desire was to give them a
fair opportunity to do their work at a
reasonable cost. In discussing the Esti-
mattes, I have mentioned timie after time
the incongruous costs submitted for dif-
ferent returns laid on the table. Some-
times the cost of probably 260 copies of a
documen. of about 250 page-s is quoted t
about half the cost of 100 copies of'
another document containing 100 pages.
There is no sense or reason about that;
and I understand that the practice is to
divide, by a sort of bush arithmetic, the
general cost of the week's work, andl to
stick it dowvn anyhow against the
jobs done. Everybody recoagnises- and
strangely enough the statements that thle
Government Printing Office employees
have recently pubiished in the newspapers
seem to indicate-that they hold high
social positions in different parts of
the metropolis. I have heard of
a Minister said to he game enough
to tac~kle almost any~thing. The late
Colonial Secretary, the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr. Tay' lor). was able to tackle
any' thing; but lie was not galme to
reorgantise the Government Printing
Office.

MR. TAVLOR: I had nothing to do with
it. It was controlled 1bY the Treasurer.

MR. HORANl: Its control was removed
front , your shoulders, to relieve von of
temptation. An ex-Coloniai Secretary,
Mr. Kingsnaill, stated1 that hie would bie



626 Printing Off cs, [ASSEMBLY.] to Inquire.

game to reorganise it; but there was too
much social influence surrounding the
office, and he was afraid to tackle the
proposition. If reorganisation is needed,
Let it bedone. I do not see the necessity
for either at select committee or a Royal
Commission. We have appointed a
manuager-who he is I do not know; but
it should certainly be the business of that
gentleman, and I presume he is Com-
petent, to do the work for which he was
appointed. I do not intend to vote for
either proposition:

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Ouildford):
I regret that so much time has been
wasted over this motion, and must s'y I
am astounded to hear that the Premier
has decided to support the appointment
of a Royal Commission. I should have
thought that he, more than anyone else,
would have realised that the pre-
sent Government have appointed a new
manager to reorganise that department.
I think that Parliament has realised for
some considerable time that the Govern-
ment Printing Office needs reorganisation,
needs better supervision, and above every-
thing else better machinery. And while
I sincerely regret that members did, in
their desire to condemn the general super-
vision of that office, perhaps east aper-
Siens on the men working there, still I
think that those members desired rather
to reflect outhe general supervision than
on the employees. However, we are now
agreed that in the past we have had bad
supervision. The Labour Government
took action to remove one who was in
charge of that office. I was particularly
pleased when that was done; because I
knew well that in the past the office did
not receive from that gentleman the
attention which should be given to a big
department such as our Government
Printing Office. We now have at new
manager. Suppose we appoint a Royal
Commission, as the Premier desires; that
commission, after making inquiry, will
simply come to Parliament aind tell us
what we already know-that in the past
the supervision has been an absolute
disgrace to Western Australia. What
else can be done ?

MR. DAomL;Ss: A charge has been
made.

'in. JOHNSON: There has been no
ue-fumie charge. Members made certaini

statements in this House. Those went
hers' statements have been misconstrued
-misunderstood if you like ; and conse-
quently, if we have a Royal Commission
to investigate that phase of the question,
those members will put themselves
straight before the Royal Commission.
But they can put themselves straight here
to-night. If we have an inquiry into the
general supervision, the commission will
tell Parliament what we already know.
Consequently -I am absolutely astounded
that the Premier, realising the great
responsibility that rests on his shoulders
in view of the position of this State
to-day, should say that he will waste the
revenue of this country on a Royal Corn-
mission to inquire into what is already
known by Parliament and the people.
There is no need for inquiry into matters
of that sort. We wish the Government
to devote attention to the present manage-
ment, to assist the present mainager to
reorganise the department and make it
what we all desire it to be-a profit-
making concern. I wish to emphasise
the fact that I regret the aspersions cast
on the employees of the Pninting Office.
I know well that the men can do the
work. I know also that almost any-
thing said of the past management was
justified; and certain action was taken
to improve that management. And
now I say there is 'nothing to be
gained by an inquiry. We cannot afford
the necessary funds for a, Royal Commis-
siont; and consequently I will oppose both
Royal Commission and select com-
mittee.

MR. F. ITJ1INGWORTH (West
Perth) ;It seems to me that our parlia-
mentary proceedm-e is getting somewhat
gut of order. Are we to make it a pre-
cedent in this State that every time an
hon. member, even unintentionally, casts
an aspersion on a public servant or a
number of public servants, and a public
meeting is held to eritisise that aspersion,
we are to have a Royal Commission to
investigate the case?9 Are we to occupy
the time of the House and the country,
as we have occupied it to-night, in three
or four hours' discussion over a public
meeting held in this StateP Is this the
position we are to take up P Because, if
so, it seems to me to be against all con-

stitutional practice. All our past history,
throughout the ages, has been adverse to
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any such proceeding. Surely Parlia-
ment is above criticism. Surely, if it is
doing its duty, it is above the criticism of
a public meeting. And members should
proceed with the work of the session,
without stopping to consider what a.
newspaper or a public meeting may say.
Of course, if any injustice has been done,
the gentlemen concerned have their
remedy. They can lay their case before
the Minister, and he can defend them in
this House, It is the duty of the Minister
to defend his officers-all of them. If
any wroug has been done or any, injustice,
the proper course for an officer oif the
State is to make his complaint to the
head of his department, and request him
to send on the statement to the Minister
controlling that department. Instead of
that, those officers called a public meet-
ing, critising from the public platform,

adnecessarily in the Press, the actions
for the members of this House. I say
it is a degradation to members of this
House to have either to rant or to refuse
requestsof those officers. ThelHouseought
to have taken no notice whatever of such
criticism. Two proposals are before the
House-one, for a Royal Commission to
examine into the statements of certain
members as they affect certain civil
servants-

THEu PREMIER:. That is not the
wording.

Mit. ILiLINGWORTH: That is the
effect. That is what has been stated in
the speeches delivered. The other pro-
posal is that we have a committee to deal
with this public department-to report.
I should have no objection whatever to
having a committee appointed to report,
if necessary, on any department of the
State; but in this case I do not think
it is necessary. I think that the Minister
is quite capable of attending to the
matter; and especially as we have now a
newly -appointed manager, I have no
hesitation in saying that the proper
course is to see what that manager can
do before we take any farther action. So
the whole discussion seems to me a
degradation, and a departure from that
constitutional practice for which our
fathers have fought in ages past. And I
am surprised that members should spend
so much of the valuable time of the
State in dealing with the side-issue

which has been raised. In regard to the
main question, I think there is no
necessity for either a Royal Commission
or ta select committee; con1sequently, T
shall votu agaitist both,

MiL. J. EWING (Collie): I think that
the position has been somewhat mis-
understood by the member for Guildford
(Mr, Johnson), when he stated that the
Preinim is in favour of at Royal Com-
mission. I understood the Premier to
say that he did not wish this to be mnade
a party* question, and that he was in the
bands of the House.

LAB9OUR MEMBER: He was personally
in favour of a Royal Commission.

MR. EWING: My idea is that every
member of the House should simply
speak as his heart dictates. If hon.
miembers think the expressions they
used were right and just, I com-
mend them for having the courage to
give utterance to them. I have myself
taken up the position of criticising Goer-
ermnent servants, and I am prepared to
stand or fall by those criticisms. The
time will come when members will need
to answer to the electors for every utter-
ance they make use of in this Chamber,
a~nd that is the time when it can be said
whether they are right or wrong. The
position was very ably putt by the memi-
ber for West Perth. 'This House at this
juncture cannot pay attention to matters
which really are of a trivial nature. It
cannot he supposed that we can appoint
Royal Commissions for every part of the
public. service with a grievance, and from
that point of view I aiin opposed to the a p-
pointment of either a select cornmittee or
a Royal Commission, especially as the
Treasurer has said that he is prepared to
take responsibility with the new nmanager
of the institution to put the Government
Printing Office on a thoroughly efficient
basis. I am prepared to give him that
opportunity; and if, as the member for
Leonora has said, in the course of six or
eight months' time the Government
Printing Office is not thoroughly reor-
ganised or efficient, then it will be time
for the House to say whether ab Roynl
Commission is necessary or not.

MR. A. 3. WILSON (in reply as
mover):. I would not have risen to reply bet
for the unwarranted statements made by
the Leader of the Opposition. I think that
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he was extravagautlv-[Mit. SCADDAN:

Mild]-I think he was most extravagant
in his exaggeration and inisrepresentation
of my action in bringing this matter for-
ward, and in his interpretation of the
language I used when moving the
motion this evening. In fact we find
the Leader of the Oppositiou indulging
in what T was going to ear were hysterical
heroics about the prospect, g~oing, almost
into hysterics about the evil prospect of
the member for Forrest trying to bring
down a law on the lilies of the Irvine
suppression or coercion Act of Victoria,
and wanting the civil servants to be given
separate representation. While I give
all due deference to the remarks of the
member for West Perth in regard to this
matter, I still think there is at constitu-
tional right to be protected, and that is
our right to tell people like these that
they cannot be permitted to dictate to the
supreme power in this country, Parlia-
inent itself. In this connection last the
Leader of the Opposition, what would
have been his attitude as Leader of the
Labour party if the Cbamber of Coin-
ineree had held a meeting in the Queen's
Hall and said that the Government had
to do something or to leave something
undone, or if the Chamber of Commerce
had attempted to take the same attitude
as was adopted by the Printing Office
employees, or if the Chamber of Mines on
the goldfields had attempted tU) dictate to
this Parliament in the same way as these
employees have donee What would the
hon. gentleman have dlone? We would
have had him coming here and moving
the adjournment of the House; but on a
matter of this kind, because one happens
to have the temerity to take exception to
a certain practice on the part of a body
of workers, one is looked upon ats being

preudiced and biased, and actuated by
slejen and bias towards individuals. The
hon. member is so accustomed to that
sort of thing that personally he knows
all about it. I suppose the member for
Subiaco, only intendel to be humorous
when he was making reference to the
choice of select committees, and so I can
entirely overlook anything of that kind.
I want metal ers to distinctly understand
that the Leader of the Opposition
entirely misrepresented me when he
suggested that I bad any objection
to these people or to any portion of

the community giving expression to
political opinions. I do not object to
that in the slightest degree, but I do
object to any political party in this
country-whether workers, or capitalists,
or the National League, or the people's
party, or an independent party-outside
this House trying to browbeat members
because they feel it to he their duty to
call attention to a state of things in con-
nection with the Government Printing
Office, a state of things which has been
admitted ever since the establishment has
been in existence. I am speaking only so
far as my own criticisms are concerned in
regard to the efficiency' and general ad-
ministration of the department.

MR. DAGLISH ± What about the re-
marks of the member for Kanowna?

ME. A. J. WILSON: L am not for one
moment concerned with what the member
for K(anowna said, any more, than I ami
concerned with what comes from the
member for Subiaco. I an' glad that I
have not to father anything that comes
f rom the member for Subiaco, or anybody
else. I have quite enough to looki after
of my own. [laughter among Labour
Members.] When the time comes I
have no doubt I shall be able to hold
up my end of the stick, perhaps a little
too well for some members sitting on this
side of the House. [Mn. HEiTEARN: Do
you want the light on?] In bringing
this matter forward I was actuated by a
desire to protect and conserve the con-
stitutional rights of this House, and to
emphaesise in the strongest possible way
my protest against any political party,
whether they be workers, or capitalists,
or National Political Leaguers, or any-
body else, endeavouring to coerce or
browbeat this Parliament to do any-
thing.

THE PREmiERt: That is not the word-
ing of the motion. The motion is to
inquire into the administration and
general efficiency of the Government
Printing Office.

Ms. A. J. WILSON: Irecognise that;
but my object in the first place was to
emphiasise in the strongest possible way
my antipathy to the action of those
gentlemen doing this sort of thing.
If they think they have somle legiti-
mate grievance f will not be one
to stand in the way of their getting
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it recognised. J may not have taken
the proper way, but 1 thought it was
the right way. I did not think that
the present Government. in their desire
for economy, 'would incur the expenditure
incidental to a Royal Commission. It is
all very well to say that if we appoint a
Itoyal Commission, we c-an limit the ex-
penditure; but bow can we?

MR. DAGLISH: IS expense your only
objection ?

MR, A. J. WILSON: How can we
limit the expense? How can we limit
the time the commission will take i n their
investigations? We know from the ex-
perience we have had of Royal Commis-
sions in the past that they have not been
as expeditious in many cases as they
might have been, and as they ought to
have been in the best interests of the
State So far as I am concerned,
if there is any way of getting over
the difficulty, I ani not anxious to be on
the Select commiittee, nor am I anxious to
nominate the members of the select corn-
mitee. If I had the opportunity of doing
so, certainly one of the first gentlemen I
ishould put upon that committee would be
the member for Subiaco.

Ms. DAGLISH:. That is the first sign
of good judgment I have heard from
you.

AIR. A. J. WILSON:- And why would
I do so? Because there are many of these
Government printers living at Subiaco ;
and of course necessarily the member for
Subiaco would know a good deal about
the personality of these gentlemen and a
good deal about their practicality. I am
sure they will have already given him
al)undant details that would be of excel-
lent use to a, select committee of this
kind. I simply leave my proposal in the
hands of the House, to do with it as
members deem meet.

First question (to Strike out "select
committee") passed; the words struck
out.

Question (to insert "Royal Commis-
Sion ") put, and, a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes
Noes

... .. ... 16

... .. ... 27

Majority against ... 11

AT ER.
Mr, Bath
Mr. Boto
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Coller
Mr. Daglirli
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gror
Mr. = 6rd~k
Air. Holmen"
Mr. Mite-hell
Mr. N. . MouTC
Mr. Saddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wore
Mr. Troy (Teller).

NOES-
Mr. Blut-cher
Mr. Cowoher
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Potelkes
24. Gull
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Heitmaan
Mr. Horan
Mr. Hudson
Mr. tfimnworth
1Nt. Johnson
Mr. Xeenan
Mr. Lyc
Mr. Moaty
Mr. Male
Mr. Monger
Mr. B. F. Noors
Mr. inse
Mr. Prime
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
Mr. Vnryird
Mar. A. J. Wilaun
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Barnett (Teller).

Amendment (Mr. Bath's) thus nega-
tived.

Mn. SPEAKER: -The question now is
that the motion be agreed to. I desire to
point out. to members. that it will be
necessary to vote "No," for as the
motion stands it is not sense : it has
been mutilated.

Mn., A. J. WILSON: Would I. be in
order in withdrawing the motion?

Ma. SPEAKER: Not at this stage.
Final question (the remaining words)

put, and negatived.

PAPER PRESENTED.
ACCIDYENT, SONS OF OWALIA MINE.

TnxgMINISTER FOR MINES: Some
time ago the member for Leonora callud
for the papers in connection with an
explosion which occurred at the Sons of
Owalia mire. Since those papers were
laid on the Lable ab farther report had
been received, and he now placed the
farther report en the table.

ELECTORAL-GERALDTON SEAT,
EXPLANATION.

IITHE PREAIlER (Hon. N. J. Moore);
Idesire, with. the permission of the

flourie, to make a p~ersonal explanation,
and to trespass on the indulgence of the
House in eider to clear a fellow member
of this Chamber fromi iay isnception

a tohis conduct. Mr. Carson,th
member for Geraledton, has invited from
me an expressionk Of opinion as to whether
he shouT tate h is Seat in this House., or
whether he should continue to refrain
from doing so, as he has done up to the
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present. The position mnay' be briefly
summed up as follows. First, Mr.
Carson is the member for Geraldton, and
is entitled, until the return of the writ
has been set aside by some competent
jurisdiction, to sit as member for that
constituency. As such member, it is his
duty to attend the sittings of this House
unless lawfully excused from doing so.
Under the Standing Orders (if the House,
it would be necessary for some member
to move for leave for the lion. member to
absent himself from his duties; other-
wise, if he were absenit for more than two
months, his seat would be declared
vacant. The leave of absence would have
to be based on some valid excuse. More-
over, the interests of the constituency of
Gcraldton cannot he sacrificed to any
sentiment of a private character. T
understand that Mr. Carson's con-
stituents ha-ve taken up1 this attitude,
especiall 'y in view of the fact that no
decision will in all proba~bility be pro-
nouncedl until next October, in the matter
of the election petition.

Mu. BOLTON: The Court is to be
miovvd next week.

TuE PREMIER: The hion. member
apparently has better information than I
have on that point. I do not know% its
source.

Mit. BOLTON: An nx-Attorney General.
Tu PREMIER: At any rate', ini the

circumstances I have advised Mr. Carson
to attend in his plac(e in this House and
discharge those duties fromi which, so
far, he has not been dischiarged or re-
leased.

PAPERS-MTINING LEASE, BULONJG.

On motion byv Mn. P. J. LYNCH,
iirderered: That all papers dealing with
the Queen Margariet South Lease, Bulong,
be laid upon th e table of the House.

MOTION-M1INES DEVELOPMENT, HOW
TO ASSIST.

MR. P. J. LYNCH (Ticonora) moved:
That in the opinion of this House the Gov-

ernment should consider the advisability of
providing on the next Loan Estimates for a
substantial allocation of money to give assist-
ance to owners of approved mining properties
on the erection of winding, pumping, and
reduction plants.
He said : I feel sure the House will bear
with me while I explain the motives

which have prompted me in bringing for-
ward this motion for the consideration of
the House. In the first place, it has
special reference to the mining industry,
and the wining industry stands at the
present time, in common with other
industries, in what may be described as
a state of stagnation. It hase occurred to
me and to others with whom I have come
into contact that something should be
done in order to, if possible, remove that
feeling of stagnation which is so evident
on several of the mining centres of the
goldields. This would have the conse-
quent effect of creating some activity in
t he othe r i ndustries of the State. So th is
motion has at least a twofold if not, a
threefold motive. First of aLl], if it is
agreed to by the House in its present
form, it will have the first effect of
pritting the industry on a footing some-
what different f roml that which it occupied
previously; secondly, and consequently,
it will hatve the effect of stimulating the
other industries of the State, and as a
result the State as a whole must
be materially benefited I may he
asked by those who ma *y bie inclined
to question my statement as to the
stagnant condition of the industry, in
what way it is stagnant. True, It we
look at the industry from the stand-
point of dividends, of profits distributed,
it is certainly prosperous; but if we look
at it from the standpoint of its employing
capacity, the fact. is forced home to us that
the industry, in that respect, is not now
so prosperous as it was five of six years
ago. I find, on referring to statistics,
that at that time there were somnethifag
like 19,000 persons directly employed in
the industry, working above and below
ground, and the population in the ten
magisterial districts comprising the gold-
fields numbered 56,450. 1 may correct
myself by stating that I have taken
the number directly employed above and
below ground only for that particular
year to which I am referring, in order to
arrive at as true a comparison as is
possible. In that year there were 19,000
persons ernplnyved above and below
ground, and in the same Year the census
returns showed that the total population
of the gold fields was 56,450. In other

wods, one-third of the population of the
goldfields-leaviug out the Rimberleys-
was directly employed in the industry,
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and, consequently, directly supporting
the other two-thirds of the7 people living
on the spot. When it is remembered
that the timber industry, the carrying
industry, the pastoral industry, and
Several other of the subsidiary industries
of this State rely for tbeir existence upon
the prosperity f the goldfields, it natur-
ally occurs to us to see if we cannot
devise some means of placing this in-
dustry on a. more progressive basis than
that on which it is found to-day.

POINT OF ORDER.
MR. BUTCHER: On a point of order.

I ask for a ruling as to whether the
motion is in order in accordance with the
Standing Orders. I think a similar
question was raised in this House last
Session, and the Speaker ruled the motion
out of order.

Mn. SPEAKER: I looked up this
matter when the Notice of Motion was
given, and I bad it coirrected to conform
to the rules, by making it an abstract
motion. As the hon. member gave
notice, the motion was not admissible;
but as it is worded now it is admissible.
I am following a precedent which has
been laid down on former occasions in
the House.

RESUMED.

AIR. LYNCH (continuing): I was
speaking Onl the employing capacity of
the industry as we found it during the
past five years; and the records of the
Mines Department show that the in-
dustry as an employing one is not pro-
gressing, in fact there are three hundred
or four hundred men less employed Dow
than there were five years ago. As I
have said, as far as dividends the direct
profits from the mines are concerned, the
industry is prospering; but the people
are more interested in seeing the advance
of the industry from an employment point
of view, as that would have the effect of
circulating more ri'oney, which certainly
is a needful quantity in the State to-day,
as it has been in the past. Turn-
ing to the question of dividends, the
total amount distributed in dividends
up to the present is £14,712,000. And
taking the calculation that has been
used by the Minister for Mines, when we
recall the nominal capital employed in
the industry of the State, a fraction over

30 millions, it is clear that in a very few
years the industry, although looked upon
as being unprofitable in some quarters.
will have repaid its total nominal capital.
If the rate of the dividends of the present
year continues during the next six or

seven years, the total nominal capital of
this State will have been repaid. And it
is certainly not a severe stretch of imagi-

Ination to say, as has been said in several
quarters, that the industry is only in its
infancy. So from the point of view of
the investor abroad, the industry has paid
handsomely, I venture to submit. Taking
the dividends of the present year, amount-

Iing to £2,100,000, that sum is equivalent
to seven per cent. on the nominal capital,
which is not bad interest on the money
invested.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: That is only
nominal.

MR. LYNCH:± I quite believe that no
such sum as 30 million pounds in solid
cash ever reached these shores for actual
investment. But assuming that it has
reached these Shores in solid cash, it
has earned during the currency of this
year about 7 per cent., which after all
speaks very wefl on the part of the
industry as to repaying the investors
who have sent their money here, either
as paper or solid cash. In this connec-
tion of dividends I may be permitted to
say that although the investors in this
State have had very reasonable rewards
for their investments, they are not treat-
ing the State in the way they certainly
should (10, and in the w~ay it'is entitled
to be treated, especially when we rememn-

be htat least two of the companies,
th igland the Ivanhoe, have already

by resolution-one in a very specific
form-allowed their directors to let the

prftmdoin this Slate be taken beyond
its borders and invested in foreigni
countries, even China perhaps. I simply
draw the attention of the House to the

Ifact that althouah it is very necessary to
take into consideration the interests of
the investors, yet when a fact like this
is brought home to our minds we are
justified in saying that after all this
State is not so handsouiely treated by
these investors and these two companies

I as it is entitled to be. I only hope that
the other companies will not think of
following the lead set by the Ivanhoe
shareholders and the shareholders of the



632 Mines Development: [ASSEMBL1 howt to .lasist.

Fingatl in enmpowvering the directors to
suek fresh fields for the gold found in
this State. This motion is directly in-
tended to supply a remtedy for the present
trouble, which is plaini en~ough in connec-
tion with the industry, that is to apply

capit(all so muchd needed in its exlioi.
tion. Capital is shy in tininig forward
to aid in the indispensable work of comn-
hining with labour to make profitable
sonic of our mines at present unprofit-
able. And it is for devising some means
of applying capital in tils State to push
forward the industry that this motion is
found onl thle Notice Paper to-night. It
is worthy' of reflection that this shyness
onl the part of capital to come forward
and invest in the maining, industry is no
new troule. It is no tiew affliction as
far as the industry is concerned. The
Minister for Mines was olbliged to recog-
nise that in the year 1904. He gave
interviews to the Press dutring that time,
saying in effect that he regretted that
local capital was tardy in coming forward
to assist in the exJploitation of the indus-
try. I mention this to show that the
balckwardness of local capital being in-
vested in our mines was an actuality
long before the Labour Government camne
into power. There is rather a regrettable
feature in relation to the investors of this
State. We notice in our chief city of
Perth there is an evident readiness oni the
part of investors to invest in blocks of
land and buildings, whereas if we com-
pare what has take,, place in other lands,
notably Queensland, we find there is a
readiness to invest in mining, which
certainly forms a marked and creditable
contrast to that which is noticeable in
this State. A block of land in Perth
lately changed hands for £260,000 odd.
Every citizen is friee, or ought to be so,
to engage in specutlating in the most
profitable business; but at the saute time
action is necessaryv which will platc that
form of speculation in the categor y of
those that will not be quite so profitable,
and which will force the investors to imo
farther afield and invest in what is and
has proved itself to be the primary
industry in this State. namely mnining.
1 am forced to reflect upon the tardiness
shown by investors to invest in mining.
On the Croydon goldfield in North
Queensland for '20 years almost every
Second mine has beet; practically owned

by Brisbane or Sydney shareholders;
whereas if we travel from one end of the
goldflelds of Western Australia tio the
other we shall find bardly an instance
where local capital is invested in our
mines, save and except perhaps the one
notable instance. of the Lady Shenton
mine. This justifies me in stating that
there is an unfortunate and regrettable
unwillingness on the part of the local
Speculators here to invest their money in
thii mining industry of this State. And
in order to make upl for these short-
coatings this tnotion is introduced. As
far as foreign investors are concerned,
there lifs been a noticeable falling off;
and it is very hard to trace what it has
been due to. It may be a combination

of causes, or one particular cause; but
certainly the one popularly alleged, the
labour conditions and the conditions of
working the mines here, cannot lie held
to be the inain reason keeping foreign
capital from being invested in our mines.
I way refer to what has happened in
Colorado, and I am forced to the conclu-
sion that the conditions; here are infinitely
preferable for the investor to the condi-
tions to bie found at Colorado.

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES: In what
sense?

Ma. LYNCH: As far ats eomploy' ing
labour is concerned, and the encourage-
inent given by railway companies, trans-
port companies, in operations there. I
have had the opportunity of studying
lately the rates and conditions which
obtain in the State of Colorado, a State
responsible only a couple of years ago for
one-tenth of thle gold output of the
world, and a State which in a number of
respects resembles our own Boulder
Belt. The anrangement come to
there between the employees and the
mine-owners provides for an eight-hours
day. It is true that there are days
of longer duration, bout taking in this
instance eight hours ,a day, the lowest
wage was 12s. 6d. for truckers and
shovellers, and the wage reached as high
as l~s. 9d. for wet Shaft sinkers. We
see that thme conditions as far as the
wages and hours of labour are con-
cerned are far more severe in Colorado
to-day than they' are in Western Aus-
tralia. So the unwillingness on the part
of investors to come to this country can-
not be due to the fact that they are
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subject to more arbitrary conditions
here than in that State. Even as far as
the investment of English capital in
Colorado is concerned, there are five or
six leading companies there owned exein-
s4ively by English shareholders. There is
the Stratton's Independence, a Liverpool
company, which Fears the same relation
to the mining industry there as the
Fingal or Boulder Perseverance bears to
the industry in this State. There are
also the Campbird, Moon and Anchor,
and a few more owned exclusively by
English shareholders, which prove that
the English shareholder or investo~r at
the present time is not afraid of high
rates and conditions, when he sends.
money so far afield to be employed in the
exploitation of an industry in which
higher rates obtain than have ever been
dreamt of in this State. The Minuister
for Mines asked me how they are
favoured. In "The Gold Mines of the
World," the author of the book, Mr.
Curle, records that with all their improved
means of transit and treatment in
Colorado to-day it would take 15 dollars
a toll to provide a payable margin. In
this State at the present time we can
mnake a proposition payable at something
like i16s. or 1s. a ton. We may well
consider that Western Australia, shows
far greater inducement for investment of
capital than does Colorado. I do not
wish to detain the House. My proposal
is certainly not new in one respect,
because we find that under the Mines
Development Act a sum of £11,000 was
spent last year for the purpose of de-
veloping the mines of the State; but
what I propose in this motion is that
the State sbould stand in the same
relation to the mining industry as it
stands at present in regard to the
agricultural industry of the State.
Already through the agency of the
Agricultural Bank close upon £400,000
has been either advanced or authorised to
be advanced to settlers of this State;
and I may say that the operations of
that Bank have proved highly creditable
as far as the investment of the moneys
entrusted to its care is concerned. By
means of that institution real material
assistance has been given to many
settlers, and the transactions have been
carried out so satisfactorily that there
was only at) amount of £7 10s. to be

written off during the course of the
existence of the Bank, I believe, The
terms of the motion are very expansive
in its present abstract form. I am not
asking for £400,000 to assist the mining
industry. I would be quite satisfied with
half that amount if the Gover-nment in
its wisdom, after taking the sense of
the House, saw fit to place that sum to
the credit of this project on the next
Loan Estimates. I will not go so far
as the Colonial Treasurer, who, 'when
introduicing the three agricultural lines,
said that although they might cost
£160,000, that was a were bagatelle, and
if the whole thing were lost what would
it matter P Mv intention in moving this
motion is, that should the £2200,000 be
set apart it should be used for the pur-
pose of advancing to the owners of ap-
proved propositions money for the
erection of winding, pumping, and re-
duction plants; and feeling that the
Government would follow the practice
which has been in vogue in the past, of
introducing their Loan Estimates at a
very late hour of the session, I
thought it was best to introduce this
proposal at the present early stage in
order that the Government might have
the benefit of whatever discussion
was indulged, in on the subject.
The practice in the past has been to
introduce Loan Estimates in the dying
hours of rarliament, on the eve of
Christmas, when members are either
fatigued by the arduous struggles of a
long session, or anxious to get to their
homes, and consiequently are not in a
position to indulge in that free criticism
which should certainly be directed to any
project of a financial character. There-
fore, in waking this lproposal at an early
stage of the session, I feel that I am
doing my duty, so that the Government
may have the benefit of -whatever dis-
cussion ensues. It is well known that
those whom this proposal is intended to
relieve-the struggling lliospettors and
owners of shows in the several goldfields
centres-are very mutch at the mercy of
machinery agents and persons who are
prepared to comne to the assistance of
prospeitors for the salke of a very high
recompense by way of a controlling
share. I have personal knowledge of
several shows in that helpless state,
because the owners cannot find anl easy
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means of getting them locally floated,
and are obliged to go to the machinery
agent in order to put the proposition to
the best possible use, and have to part
with the better share of the proposition
so as to get the necessary assistance. I
hope that the Government will see the
wisdom of adopting this proposal, thus
helping, say, those shows situated around
Burtville, that are down to water level,
the owners having exhausted all their
means in the dry zone, and being brought
up against a dead wall in a helpless con-
dition, face to face with vanishing profits,
and minus the capital for farther ex-
ploitation. The Black Range district is
somewhat similarly situated, and so is
Meekatharra. And as a sample of the
helplessness of the owners of such
propositions I may instance one in my
own elec-torate, that was lately proposed
to be traded off for £5,000 to the repre-
sentative of an English company, who in
turn would float it ehsewhere, and the
profits would go beyond the boundaries
of this State. Five thousand pounds for
a show that has proved undeniably to be
highly payable! If the Government were
in a position to offer the owners of this
proposition, say £3,000 or £5,000, to
equip the mine with either a five or a
ten-head battery, and all the necessary
accessories in the way of cyanide treat-
mnent plant and pumping machinery, such
a mine would possibly be saved to this
State and its profits retained here. At
present the owners prefer to offe~r it for a
paltry, £5,000 because there is no spirit
of enterprise abroad in this State, because
there is, for some unaccountable reason,
no desire to assist local syndicates to
keep in their possession highly payable
properties. That is a concrete illustra-
tion. of one out of many shlows now in that
helpless condition in the back country.
it may be suggested the Government
batteries are in close proximity to such
propositions, and are consequently ful-
filling the functions for which they were
intended, namely to accommodate such
prospectors by treating their stuff. It is
true that a, Government batten' is in
close proximity to this and to other pro-
positions in many goldfields centres; but
the present high cost of Government
battery treatment absorbs much of what
should be left to carry on legitimate
operations in the prospectors' properties.

MR. kLLsNowoaTn: Would a company
treat the stuff mnuch more cheaply ?

MR. LYNCH: Very much more
cheaply. The expenses of the Govern-
ment batteries for the years 1903 to
1905 have been su follow :-In 1903,
milling, 13s. 4d4.; cyaniding, 7s. 7d.;
total, 20s. lid. p~er ton. In 1904,
22s,; 1905, 19s. 7d. The average for
those three years has been 20s. 10d.
for crushing and cyanide treatment
only. While we cowmpare that record
with what has been done by some of the
privately -owned bateries,* we find that
their expenses are vrp much smaller.
The cost at the Belleview property for
treatment alone was 7s. 10d.; at the
Cosmopolitan, 5s. 6d.; Golden Pole,
9a. 24.; Golden Ridge, 5s. 10d. This
return shows that out of nine com panics,
some local and some owned at a distance,
operating in this State, the average cost
of crushing and cyanidiog has been
7s. 3d., as compared with 20s. 104. for
the Government batteries. And I may
point out that this average of 20s, I Od.
for crushing and cyaiding may not he
the actual charge to the prospectors. I
am merely stating what it costs the de-
partment to crusht and cyanide; and that
cost may be different from the charge th at
has afterwards to be paid by the pros pec-
tors them sel ves. So we see the vast differ-
ence between the treatment in private
concerns and the treatment for which
prospectors have to pay under the Gov-
erment battery system, showing that
every mine that is known to have con-
sistent values and to be easily worked is
certainly called upon to shoulder a very
unnecessary load if it has to pay 20s. 10d.,
instead of an average cost of Vs. 3d. for
treatment by a private company.

THEz HowonL~nv MiNisTER (Hon. J.
Mitchell): rrivate enterprise.

Mn%. LYNCH: The Honorary Minister
knows well that if the Government
batteries were run full time, with three
shifts, the average cost would closely ap-
proximate to that of private companies.
But owing to the intermittent running,
and to several batteries being hung up
for weeks, the cost is forced up in spite
of any circumspection or economy prac-
tised by the Minister or his subordinates.

THE MIN1sTER FORL Mrius: Many
State batteries work five head of stamps
as against the private battery's 60-head.
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MR. LYNCH: That dones not neces-
sarily affect the cost. The Golden Pole
has a 10-head mill, and its cost is 9s. 2d.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
20 head.

MR. LYNCH: The Craiggiemore has
10-head mill, and its average cost is 8s.
10d. The Great Tower Hill has a
40-head, at Ss. 5d. Nevertheless, the
number of stamps has some slight bear-
ing, but no important bearing, on the
results.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Our costs
must be high in the circumstances.

Mu.. LYNCH: I do not wish to drift
into an argument about the law of
diminishing returns, by virtue of which
it may be argued that at one stage the
expenses, instead of reaching a vanishing
point, wilt &tually start to increase, no
matter what economy is practised. But
I simply give the figures to show that
the prospector, even in the vicinity of
Government batteries and in spite of all
that has been said in favour of Govern-
ment batteries, is at present loaded with
a cost for treatment farmi excess of that
incurred by local companies such as
the Golden Ridge or the Golden Pole.
What I wished to propose to the Rouse,
though the Standing Orders will not
permit me to do so, was that the Govern-
ment should set aside a sum of at least
£2200,000 on the forthcoming Loan Esti-
mates, and should follow the practice of
the Agricultural Bank, which now lends
to settlers money for the purchase of
machinery, cattle, manure, and other
things of that nature, the loans having a
five-years' currency. Certainly we might
have to make the term seveni years, to
permit of returns coming to hand ; but a
calculation of that sort would give at
least £20,000 or £80,000 to be annu-
ally devoted towards the erection of
winding, pumping, and reduction plants.
If the present opportunity is not availed
of, if we continue to drift slowly
along and at the same time ineffectually
as we are now drifting by allotting a
small sum like £11,000, We Shall makte
no real material progress. My inten-
tion is, therefore, to take the sense of the
House on this proposal, so that a sum of
£20,000 or £30,000 may be annually set
aside, and can be relied on by owners of
proved propositions for assistance when
they can show to a responsible officer of

the department Ahat they possess such a
proposition and that it is worthy of
encouragement. The main purpose to be
served by this motion will be the absorp-
tion of some of the surplus labour now
roaming about the golldfields, and the
increase of the number at present to be
found employed either above or below
ground. The second object will be, I
submit, very estimable- the rele asing of
some of these struggling prospectors and
syndicates from the necessity of going to
machinery agents to trade off their
propositions at great expense, and in
many cases at a loss. The owners will be
able to go to the Minister for Mines, and
on showing that they are possessed of
such prloperties, will get assistance of the
kind I have indicated. And the last and
most importaut object to be secured is to
keep in the State some of the profits at
present drifting away to foreign lands;
and for this reason alone I can scarcely
imagine that one member of the House
will Seriously oppose the motion. When
we reflect thiat we have allowed to drift
from these shores something like 15 mil-
lions during the last ten years, I think
thata chiange is called for; a change which
will mean that those who have money
here will be either compelled to invest it,
or failing that, the Government will act
as it acts through the Agricultural Bank,
and will help the prospectors to erect
their own plants, thus forming the
nucleus of local companies, which will
have the effect of keeping within the
boundaries of this State whatever profit
is made in the mining industry. if
no other object is achieved, other than
to ereate our own companies and to keep
the profits that arise from this industry
to ourselves, it is sufficient reason to
commend this motion to the House.
There are details in regard to the pro-
posal that could be worked out at the
Minister's will. The Minister could have
the advice of his responsible officers as to
the value of whatever propositions were
offered, and he could appoint a board, if
he thought it necessary, to look after the
allocation of this sum, wbich would be a
recurring expenditure each year. But
those are details of the proposals. My
object is lastly to place such a substan-
tial sum on the Estimates that we can
say to the owners of approved properties
that we will assist them without insisting
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upon any great share, suth as machinery
owners at present insist on, being given
up, and at the same time requiring that
very little profit will come our way. The
rate of interest could be placed at 5 per
cent. Tt is now borrowed, I believe, at
3i.6 per cent, and loaned at 5 per cent., on
similar advances. A loan of £3,000 to
£25,000 on the erection of a ten-head
battery 'at 5 per cent. would be nothing
short of a lperfect boon to many com-
panies struggling in the back country ;
and it would have the effect of absorbing
the labour now wandering around aim-
lessly, and would promote local companies
and prevent, that money which is now
drifting to foreign countries goin~g out of
the country.

On motion by the MINISTE FOR
MINEs, debate -adjourned.

MOTION-RAILWAY PROJECT, FIN-
JARRAH-MARRiADONG.

MR. J. P. McLARTY (Murray) moved:
That in the opinion of this House, in order

to open up the agricultural and timber lands
lying between Pinjarrab and Marradong, the
Govermoent should consider the advisability
of proceeding with the construction of a rail-
way at an early date.
He said: I am not bringing forward
anyrnew thing. The Pinjarrab-Marradong
Railway has been heard of for the last
ten years. It has been before the lpulblic
and before Parliament, and it has been
favourably commented on by the Press.
In 1898 Sir John Forrest had it in the
very forefront of his policy. He had it
brought before Parliament, and had a
sum of X4,000 passed on the Estimates
for a survey, and a permanent survey
was made for 56 miles. The matter
was afterwards brought before Parlia-
went and passed by the Assembly; but I
believe it was talked out in another place,
there being some difference of opinion as
to whether the line should be cardied out
by the Government or by contract. It
was well supported at that time by the
Press, and the whole of the timber land
along the route. where Sir John Forrest
proposed to run the railway was taken up
for 30 miles to the east and north and
south. I maintain that if a line was
warranted ini those days, there is much
more warrant for it now. The timber is
still there, and there is far more settle-
mnent. I shall first of all deal with the

timber. When the Timber Combine was
formed, it failed at first to engage the
services of Mr. Teesdale Smith, and that
gentleman started in the timber trade in
opposition to the Combine and bad at
railway surveyed from Pinjarrab towards
Marradong. Some clearing was done, a
considerable amount of earthworks was
thrown up; but subsequently Mr. Tees.
dale Smith agreed with the Combine and
threw in part of his leases with it,
and this work was stopped. I merely
mention this to show that if a shrewd
business-man like Mr. Teesdale Smith
thought it worth his while to start in the
jarrab forest to the east of Pinjarrab,
that forest must be pretty good. Mr. J.
M. Ferguson has stated for years that if
he were given the privilege of cutting the
timber in those forests, lie would coil-
struct a railway into the forests; and he
is still willing *to do so. But I think it
would be far better for the Government
to construct the railway than to let it go
intoi private hands. I may say paren-
thetically that, no matter whether this
railway is built or not, whoever holds
these iimber leases should be compelled
to work them. I do not think any comn-
pany should hold such a large extint of
counttry and do nothing with it. The Royal
Commission on Forestry sent in a very able
report about twelve months ago, recom-
mending that a railway should be built
from Pinjarrah to the forests; and this
should commend itself to the gentlemen
sitting in Opposition, because the idea of
the commission in opening up this coun-
try was to open up fresh avenues for
labour and to give a wider field to the
timber hewers. What we are asking for
is the first section of a railway running
as far as Marradong, or perhaps not
so far. At a distance of 38 miles
from Pinjarrali, one leaves the timber
country and reaches the fertile valley
of Marradong, and from there one
passes along the rich agricultural lands
leading to Williams or farther north to
Pingelly. as Sir John Forrest proposed.
The farmers there do not grow much
now, because it is so far to cart their
produce ; but wbatthey do cart they have
to bring to Finjarrali, a distance of 40
miles; and all their supplies are taken
out the same distance. Marradong is a
big place. Wilkie Bros. have about 50
to 80 men working on poison leases there,
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and other syndicates have poison leases.
Also the whole valley is taken up for
miles. It is rich agricultural country,
and a glance at the map will show how
thickly it is settled. Tt is a mistake to
suppose that the railway I ask for would
be only for timber purposes. It would
benefit a number of settlers, and railway
communication would lead to increased
cultivation. There are settlers along the
Murray; and when the forests are cut
out, no doubt there will be a great deal1
more cultivation, because the land is rich
and well watered, and there are numerous
brooks and springs, making the country
fit for orchards. There are some splendid
orchards there even now within reach of
the railway. Mr. McKay has 50 acres of
splendid orchard. I also desire to point
out that it is the wish of my constituents
that the railway should start from Pin-
jarrab. Some people think that North
Dandalup should be the starting point,
but I do not agee with them. If the
line started from North Dandalup it
would cross numerous streams, and it
would be costly and difficult to construct,
while it would not serve a single settler.
Sir John Forrest proposed to startitfrom
Pinjarrah. Moreover, it would be very
modtifying to the people of Pinjarrah to
know there was a line passing a few miles
from their doors and taking away this
valuable asset-millions of pounds worth
of timber and the whole of the agricul-
tural produce that might come down--
without their getting any benefit from it.
The settlers at Marradong held a meet,-
ing some time ago, and they were unani-

mously of opinion that the starting point
shonld be Pinjarrah. So we would be
meeting their wishes. If the junction
were mnade at Pinjarrab, it would be about
equally distant to Fremantle and Bun-
bury. If the railway be continued f rom
Jandakot to the South- Western Railway,
the whole of the timber now shipped at
Rockingham would go by the Jandakot
route, because it is quite certain that
when that railway is completed, Rocking-
barn is doomed as a port. There is very
little shipping done there now. As I
have said, Sir John Forrest always con-
sidered that Pinjarrah should be the
starting point. If Pinjarrab were made
the starting point, it would give an
impetus to the town which is, I am sorry
to say, at present in a state of stagna-

tion; and it would open up markets and
would open up the fishing industry at
Mandurab. It would also give prosperity
to the settlers at East and West Coolup as
far out as Drakesbrook. It would, in fact,
completely revolutionise the trade in that
district. The money spent at the timber
mills is very beneficial to the small
farmer. Jarrabdale is at case in point. I
know farmers at Jarrahdale who were in
very poor cir-cumstances a few years ago,
but they are now comfortable. We hope
that if the railwa,'y now proposed is con-
structed, we will receive equal prosperity
for the farmers about Pinjarrah. Some
people argue that the railway would be
simply a timber line. I deny that the
only benefit would be for the timber
trade. As I have pointed out, there is
rich agricultural land at Marradong and
towards Williams. It is said that there
is a depression in the timber trade just

now* I hope and believe that the depres-
sion is only a. temporary one. I would
farther say on this question of the rail-
way being only a timber line, that in
regard to the railways projected fromt
Donnybrook up the Preston Valley and
from Blackwood to Lower Blackwood at
Nannup-against which I hve nothing to
say-a strong argument for their construc-
tion is that they pass through timber
country, and that the timber alone would
justify their construction. Yet here near
Pinjarrah, ijithin 50 miles of the metro-
polis, we have magnificent timber forests
that would take many years to cut out.
Strange to say, this country is almost a
terra incognita. A few days since. I had
the pleasure of meeting some members of
Parliament out in the forests. We were
honoured by the presence of two Cabinet
Ministers, and there were some '20 settlers.
Yet in that gathering of thirty or forty,
only about eight had ever been on the
.Marradoug route before. Consequently
the country must be very little known. I
may say thiat the Jarrahidale timber con-
cession has been cut over for the last 35
years, and is not yet cut out; so I see no
reason why the splendid forests to the
east of Pinjarrabt should not employ a
number of men for the next 60 or 70
.years, or perbaps longer. Although there
may be some doubts about these agricul-
tural railways paying at the start, there
is no dubt that a line constructed towards
Marradougwould from the startpay work-
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ing expenses, interest, and sinkina fund.
I have endeavoured to show that the
arguments in favour of the line, though
I am afraid rather imperfectly, will bene-
fit a large agricultural community. Sir
John Forrest, far-seeing and patriotic
statesmani, took up this line some years
ago, and went so far as to have it sur-
veyed and tried to have it constructed. I
have shown that a keen business man
like Mr. Smith thought the timber there
sufficient to start a mill; I have shown
that Mr. Ferguson is willing to construct
a line into the forest. I have shown that
the Timber Commission recommended a
line there. If we bad only 20 miles of
line it would be a great benefit to the
farmers there. According to figures it
would lbe much shorter to constructa liue
from Marradong to Piujarrah and then
to Perth, a distance of 94 miles, than to
go to Narrogin; for if the line goes to
Narrogin it means 60 miles, and there
will be an additional 120 miles to reach
Fremantle, so that the distance is much
shorter to go by way of Pinjarrab. This
line I am proposing, after a few miles
enters the electorate of the member for
Forrest and shortly afterwards enters the
electorate of' the member for Williams,
who no doubt will have something to say
on the matter. In conclusion I would
like to say we want this railway badly for
the benefit of the farming community.
We want to see an army of awen employed
in the timber forests, with their wives
and families domiciled there, happy and
contented. We want the silent forests
to become active centres of industry; we
want, instead of the parrot's screech, to
hear the sound of the woodman's axe. I
beg to move the motion standing in my
name.

fRt. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): I beg
to second the motion.

On motion by the PREMIER, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12 minutes to
10 o'clock, until the next dlay.

Legizlatibr (Assrnblp,
Thursday 26th July, 1906.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-GOLD BUYING, THE MINT
METHOD.

Ma. EWING (without notice) asked
the Treasurer: Will he, in view of the
statements appearing in to day's West
Australian as having been made by a.
mine manager rn Kalgoorlie, re the
methods of gold-buying practised at the
Perth Mint, obtain from the Deputy
Master of that institution a statement
showing tbe procedure followed, and lay
the same upon the table of the Housee

THE TREASURER replied: Yes.

CHAIRMEN OF COrMITEES (TEM-
PORARY).

Mn. SPEAKER informed the House
that be had appointed the members for
Perth (Mr. H. Brown), Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish), and Claremont (Mr. Foulkes)
as temporary Chairmen of Committees.

ELECTORAL-GERA.LDTON SEAT, MR.

CARSON.
Mn. H.' CARSON (Geraldton):; I

desire to make a personal explanation.
As members are aware, I have for some
considerable time absented myself from
my seat; and I wish briefly to state my
reasons for so doing. Members doubt-
less know that 1 am placed in a very uni-

Lsatisfactory and to my mind a very


